To = Reverend and Learned Author. 


SI 
= I bad the honour and ſatisfalion of ſeeing 
oy: your Papers, 1 have blamed your delay in the 


publication of them ; eſpecially being deſigned to 

recall a Romiſh Proſelyte that was gone from 
the Communion of our Church, they might (in this un- 
bappy and diftrafled Junflure)bave ſeaſonably belp'd to- 
wards the recovery of others, whoſe temporal as well as 
eternal Intereſis make them as eager and deſirous of ſa- 
tifalion, I know that Modefly is a vertue, and Cau- 
tion a very commendable thing : but Charity and Love 
to the Souls of men is much more ſo, Tou have lived to 
fee the Church forlorn and deſolate, perſecuted and ſeem- 
ingly forſaken ; and after a little reſpite and the hopes of 
ſettlement, to be again threatned and menac'd with a 
final overthrow. Down with it,down with it even to ral.r37. 7. 
the ground, cry our Modern Edomites. And when the 
Church did need the Aids of thoſe who loved her ,we know 
ſhe found your Zeal, and Reſolution and Courage in ber 
ſervice: And that now you ſhould flag when you are ſo well 
arm'd and prepar d for Combat or be backward when ber 
Adverſaries are pecking at the very foundations with Axes 
and Hammers, and flriving to undermine ber by Artifice 
or Violence; And you a Champion ſo try'd and experienc'd, 
and furniſh'd to defend her ; I cannot imagine,unleſs you 


a | are 


Net. 4.1 


are pre tender than-fotmerly,and wt Making of bara by 


being expoſed to the open Air. ink I bave beard 


-. that the tine has been, hen, like Nchemidh's Builders, 


you wrought with one hand in t#he'Churches ferwice, and 
with the ather you þ:1d a weapon for her defence and ſuc- 
cour. Tow know the Arguments that mov'd yau then ; and 
what hinders but they fhould now prevail ? I am, you fee, 
warn! in the Churches caufe, nor do 1 believe that you are 
leſs concern'd. But if Þ ſeem to reprogeh or lament your 
remiſane(s in theſe feaſonable Circumſtances to ſend abroad 
your uſeful preparations, let me not be thought rude or un- 
manner h, becauſe 1 hereby not enly vindicate you from the 
common fauk of being forward to print, but likewiſe ſhew 
the bigh adlue T baze for your Perſon and Papers,aud that 
I believe them to he very uſeful for the Publick benefit. 
As to the Gentleman you deſign to reduce, 1 only know 
him upon this occaſion, and thereſere can ſay litthe of big 
Learning or Ingenuity, or the Matives that made him de- 
part from us : But if after ol your endeavours to convift 
him be flill remains hard and untrafiable, and refuſeth 
co hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never ſo- 
wiſely, he muſt be let alone in the obſtinasy of the deaf 
Adder,and to our Projerste ſeften Fares your Argu- 
ments cannot alter him ; but when the World have ſeen 
yaur Papers, and kuow that he hes done fo ; They'l firain 


air hari 1 ft, tht ming ce eſdrhere- 


tended advantage of Infallibility perfwaded him. to re- 
wolt ; and till be can anſwer your Arguments, they'l be 
apt to think, , that the exchange of Opinion was not for 
Faith but Fancy, and that wh be dreamed that be _ 
uncertainty, it was to be ſecure of nothing. 

But. if you ſhould have that Friendly influence hot 
him by your pains and endegwours to call him back, bee't 
(by that Charity that is more Catholick than the Religion 
he leaves) be glad, that by bis fall ſo great an advantage 
has been offer & to the wor ld, and that others may be reduc'd 
thereby to the ſober enquiry upon what bottom they truſt 
their Salvation , and ſee upon what ſlender and fickle 
grounds theirF aivh bas been fixed; And what thaſeGrounds 
are, all men will fee when they peruſe your Traflate. Be- 
fades,we have reaſon tothank ſuch men as you for aſſerting 
the Churches cauſe in theſe Controverſies; For who now- 
that is moſt freakiſh in folly and Enthuſiaſm, bas a front 
to ſay, That the Sons of our Church are warp'd from what 
3» Primitive and truly Orthodox;or F aflors for the Romiſh 
bitereft; or wifh well tothe promoting that Cauſe amongſt 
us,Qc. Let us hear no more ſuch outcries againſt theChurch 
of England,nor againſt thoſe who are exaf1 and puntual” 
in the decent performance of Gods publick Worſhip,and the 
circumſtances of Order and Diſcipline. For the gaudy Sn- 
perſiitions of Rome and Italy are more conternned by ſuch 
men,than the looſer and more careleſs dreſs of Amſterdam 


a 


and Geneva. And you among fl many others have freed our [ 
Church from 1bis whining (G unjuſt imputation,in that you 

have not only ſhaken,but everted that fundamental Prin. 

ciple, upon the fall of which all the ſuperſiruAure tunbles. 

| As to your Quotations, they are ſo proper and peculiarly 

| adapted to every period, that you had very great luck to 

happen on the choice of them, And for the Tranſlations which 

your Charity ſuffer'd to be made of them, for the uſe of your 

meaner and more unlearned Reader ; they,T perceive were 

done by one whoſe 5kill in Grammar did exceed bis ſenſe in 

Theologie and Divine Controverſies, which may excuſe them 

| to the Criticks and men of brisker fancy. However,Tran- | 

lating is a very tedious task,and ſo long as they are true —Y 

and liter al.they are juſtifiable enough againſt the keeneſt | 

| 

| 


- 
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and moſt ſnarling Cenſurers, 


I am loth the Meſſenger ſbould lay, and therefore only 
wiſh your Reader may be impartial and conſiderative,un- 
prejudic'd and ſerious, and that your Papers may convince 
and confirm bim, that #bey may - have their defign on the 
Gentleman yox'd recall, and advance the intereſt of Truth 2 
and Goodneſs among ft all men;that they may help to allay 
that bitterneſs, and heal thoſe Animoſities and wild Concens 
that trouble the Chriſtian World,and that all that fee them 
may endeavour after the things that make for Peace. | 
Which is the Prayer of, Sir, 


J 


| Dec. 2, 1678. Your faithful Servant. 
| 
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Predetermination 


ASSERTED. 
Between the 
DOMINICANS And JESUITES, 
CALVINISTS And ARMINIANS, 
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A Scriptural Enquiry into the Influence and Cauſa- 
| tion of God, in and nnto Humane Acti- - 


ons; Eſpecially ſuch as are 
SINFULTL 


Hoſ. 13. 9. 
0 Iſrael, thou haſt Deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy Help. 
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MRFHSSHSERSIRINNS 


THE 


EPISTLE. 


TO THE 


REDS 


R 7% When T had fmiſhed gn. 4yſwer to the, Authar 


of the Court of the Gentiles aboxit Predetermi- 

nation, this ſhorter Treatiſe came to my Hand 
On the ſame Subje&, Plain and Eaſie ; not Fettering or Vex- 
ing the Reader with School Diſput a ; ' Sound and Fudiciouſ ſly 
= if 1 may Judge : And T hope none will like it the worſe, 
becauſe the —_— is a Non-Conformiſt, or becauſe be bath 
gone for an Independent. 'Think not that we bave communi- 
cated Notions, becauſe be ſaith the ſame that I do, for Tam 
a Stranger to bim, and never ſaw his Face : But I thank God 
that the Church hath any ſuch, and O that they were more. 
Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be Cal- 
led the Children of God. Seeing it hath pleaſed God to 
permit Satan, and ſome otherwiſe Honeſt men, to ſow Tares 
While we ſlept, and to Hazard the Church and the Soules of 
Men, by very dangerous Writings of Late, T think you ſhould 
With "Thankfulneſs receive this Antidote from this Worthy Ser- 
a 2 vant: 


AR teen I gg 


— 


The Epiſtle to the Reader; 
vant of Chriſt, T add this Notice, that be hath a Treatiſe 
of Juftification fiew Licenſed, Written with the ſame Heal mg 
Spirit and Judgment, Neglett it not becauſe there is ſo much 
Written on that-Subjett ; for it tells you more than is ordinarily 
told you, and there are few things written thereon with e 
Fudgment and plainly fitted to the Edifying of the meaneſt Ca- 
pacity, if be underſtand the matter aright, who is | 

{Pn earneſt Deſirer of Truth, Love and Concord, 


Rich. Baxter, 


Septernd. 19,. 1678, © | | 
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SSSSELASARE DAVEGE 


THE 


MIDDLE WAY 


OF 


PREDETERMINATION 


ASSERTED. | 


T's not unknown to Perſons ſoberly Inquiſitive into Truth, of what 
Importance, ard Concernment in Religion it is, ſo far forth as in 
vs licth, to have a right Underſtanding, and due Conception in 
our Mind,. touching the Notive Power of Mah, in or unto the 
ſpecifying and determining, of lis own Acts or Actions : as alſo 
of the Influence and Caufality of God, in and unto the determination 
of the ſame : What is God's 'Intercft, and what is mans; inthe Exiftence 
[eſpecially} of thoſe ſinful motions and aftionzy/ of man, which God 
dehorteth trom, and ſo ſeverely doth-prohibit and puniſh him for. | A 
Miſconception therein on the. one hand, or the other, may expoſe us 
unto the Charging of God fooliſhly, even whil'f we take our felves to 
be pleading of his Cauſe; and may occaſion in us unb:coriming thoughts 
of our ſclves, and hard:thoughts of him, unworthy the Revelatior that 

he hath made of himſelf to us, tending to Expunge ont of our Souls all 
due ſenſe of Sin, and acknowledgment of the Holineſs,' and of the 

Equity of Gods Law, and of his Righteouſneſs in his' procedure there- 
upon with vs, | , 

The Theſis or Poſition which I maintain, in ſhort is this, namely, That 
God dothnot Premove,' or by his Tranfient Influence as the' firſt cauſe; 
Predetetmine men-umo. all and'every of their Atts or Aﬀtions what fo- 
ever; rorin particuke. to thoſe: which are ſinful 3 ſuch as Blafphemy; 
Inceſt, Murder; &c. in /pecse, win 


It's 


_—_— MD — — Paners: go 


[2] 


It's not my Deſign to cnter the Liſts with any one in the way of Diſpu- 
tat:on; nor ſhall 1 at all intereſt my ſelf in the conteſts of othcr men 


Leirned and Pious, engaged in that Controverſic about Predetermina- 


tion. I ſhall one'y ſpeak the ſenſe of my own Soul nakedly therein, and 
what hath been the reſult of my thoughts upon my molt Sedulous en- 
qQuiry for ſome years paſt into the Queſtion z which bordereth much 
upon PraCtice, although controverſial, no man but ar one time or other 
will have his Thougtts-exerciſed more-or leſs about it. It's a queſtion 
wherein, as well the-wiſeſt of the Heathen, as of the Chriſt:an World 
have been engaged : as well Papiſts, as Protcitants ; and that, cqually 
among themſclves, as well as cach againſt other. 

Andit were earneſtly to be wiſhed that Controverſies in Religion were 
managed with more Candour and Moderation, without Animolities, 2nd 
Perſonal RefleGtions, that it might appear that it is the Cauſe of . God 
ſingly, notour own that we plead; and that it is the diſcovery and pro- 
motion of Truth alone that we deſign; which the venting of Humane 
Paſſion may hinder, but can never further the intertainment of. 

Nor ſhall I trace the Schools at all intheir Notions and various Exp'ica- 
tions of the matter under conſideration. It's every Souls concernment 
to underſtand it in ſonie meaſure; and they who cannot Philoſophiſe, may 
for ought I know, have as dve a Conception and ſound Judgment therein, 
asto the maine, plainly deduced from the word of God, as the moſt 
Learned, Yea | do apprehend, that Philoſophical Diſputes, in conjuncti- 
on with an undue Vencration of ſome men whom they affeQt, is thar 
which hath rendered the Truth vailed unto many. For my part, | have 
choſen rather to ſtudy Catechiſmes, next to the Bible, for my Cir-ion 
herein, than the Dictates of Philoſophical men ; rather conſulted the 
Conviction of Conſcience, and ſenſe of Mankind, than their Scholatlical 
determinations. | 

Butto come to the Matter it ſeif, Some things Preliminary, for the 
due Stating of the Queſtion, and ſor Explication ſake, mult be inſited on 
in our way.., Letit be noted then, | 

(1) Thequeilion is not touching Gods Science, Preſcience, or Fure- 
knowledge of all futurities, his foreſight of all the ſree(t ations of man, 
one as well as the other. For ſuppoling that God will create man, - and 


- make him a free agent, yer mutable,- and put him under a Law, and 


ſultaio him in his opperations, It's granted, that by his own infinite per- 
i«ion, he might do, and did foreſee in-Eternity, what he would iflue in, 
as future, 1/4. 41, 22,23. allhis ations good and evil, even the fin of 
them, 1n concrero & «bſtralts, Yea the formalcof it, its anomue, or ir- 
. regularity 


(341 

regularity (which ſome term a non ens) he foreknew, but the wotlwu or 
the way and manner how God foreſeeth all future contingencies, eſpe- 
cially the Fall of man, 2nd of Angels, is to us unknown ;, at leaſt | ſhall 
not for my part enterpriſe to determine itz No principle of the Chtiiii- 
an Religion rendring it necellary for us to underſtand. The preſcicnce of 
God nl ponit in objeo, puts nothing into the creature ; it infers nomore 
than a logical necelfity of exiſtence in ordine dicends, anccelſity of conſe- 
quence only, Fob. 12. 39. Itſhall be; not of conſequent, or in ordine 
cauſands, nothing of caulality, (nor is it concerned at all in the-manner of 
' the Subjects determination of it lelf, or of it's operation, (which is the 
object of his foreknowledge) whether it be a principio diſſico, from a 
from a Principle cxtrinſecaltoit 3 as when a ſtone moves upwards - or 
impetu naturali; as whenit moves downwards : or ſpoxte ; as brutes act 
void of coaQion : or vo/untar:e & /ibere,according to a judgment of Rea- 
ſon, as man, ſreely, ſtill God foreſeeth the event ;, but his foreſight 
cauſeth it not.) Gods foreſight, or knowledge, what | ſhall or will do to 
morrow, (if I live) bath no influence atall intothe determining me there- 
un'o; it leaveth me equally frec and indetermined, as if he foreknew it - 
not at all. Nor 's it more difficult to me to conceive or fathom, how God 
ſhould in Eternity foreſee the ſree(t ation of his creature, which yet he. 
predetermineth not to, but leaveth till ini;s own naturecvitable, and 
contingent, than it is to me to formany conception of his Eternity, or 
how he came to te God: wherein| amlolt, Ex nibilo nibil fir, that 
of nothing, nothing is made, is as cogent an argument tome,. to prove 
that the world mult necds be Eternal, asany that ever | met withto prove 
that God cannot foreſce, what be doth not decreeto effi, or that which 
he determineth not the creature to, God forcſaw that Anenias would 
not, not that he could not, diſpoſe of the price of his eſtate as he pretend- 
edto do; that he would not, nat that ;he could not forbear to lie, 4. 
5. 3, 4. He could not indced make God ignorant; yet hecould have 
done otherwiſe than he did, for all Goo's knowledge that he would.not 
ſodo. Nay, polſibly it may prove no leſs d.fficultto make out what 
ſome do ſo Peremptorily fix upen asthe way in which, or manner how 
God in Erernity ſoreſeeth all things that ſhall ever come to paſs ; namely 
in his own Decree, giving them a futwrition in the firſt place, and thence 
taking the /dea of them, in his own will : ſince that in Ererniry there is 
no prixs and poſterixs one thing before an other, it conſiſts in a Point : 
beſide, that the free ARt of God will have no neceſſary connexion with his 
Being, nor do they by way of emanation reſulc therefrom, Eph. 1. 11. 
Who can make out theſe tiings? oo any one define or reſolve _ 

2 God 
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God himſelf ſhould fore-fee, and fore-appoint things to come, and yet 
notwithſtanding their Futurition, or Shall-be,ftill we are to conceive of him 
(wherein hc hath not bound himſclfby expreſs law, or promiſe to the con- 
irary, ) as retaining a liberty pro arbitrio, whether this or the other thing 
ſhall come to paſs or not ; unleſs we will take away and deftroy the reaſon 
and foundation of Prayer, according to that of the"Pbet, Deſine fata 
Deim fletti ſperare precando, let us never think by prayer to move God 
to reverſe his determinations, or to alter that which he foreſces, and there- 
fore will, and muſt be. Weoughtnotto pray, only, for that it is our 
dutys and as that which fell alſo within Gods predetermination z bur we 
are inour addrefſesto him, ſuppoſe under a national calamity, or a par- 
ticular diſtreſs, to conceive of him, as ye: free athis pleaſure to profper, 
or blaſt us, in the very inſtant wherein we pray to him, and according!y 
as we ſhall demean our ſelves, we may expect from him, though we have 
no certainty of the event. Fer. 18. 7, 9. Jonah 2.9, Zeph.2.3. Exad. 
32.31, 32. 2 Cor. 12.8, And not think that once he could help us, 
antecedently to his determination, or before the contrary was future 
but that now he is not at liberty as before to proceed either way, or to 
be moved by any Addreſs to him, &c..and yet to form any adequate con- 
ception of the conſiſtency of theſe things,may be to us impoſſible. 


' (2) Nor isthe queſtion touching Gods preoxdination, or free decree 
of all ations, or events, [cither efficiends or permittends?] whether they 
be- good or evil : though deny that the decree of God did enter into 
them after the fame way and manner. God did from Eternity predeſti- 
nate, or decree ſome of 'fallen man, (fallen I mexn, «t in efſe cognito, 
ſuch in the foreknowledge of Gad) unto ſalvation, and unto faich and 
holineſs in order hereunto, Rom.'$. 29, 30. Eph. 1. 4, 5. 2 Theſ. 2. 
1:3; Hedid decree to cauſeit fo,to be; . And.the ſame doth and ſhall come 
16 paſs as the Effect of it.” But'1 deny that God did ſo decree the fall of 
man ( though he did to permit jt, ) or that he did fo predeſtinate any 
man unto unbclicf, impenitency, and rebellion, the Afaterial of ir. 
Thus the learned Biſhop Davenant in his Animadvyerſions againſt Zoard, 
'wiks p. 105. Predeftination is a cauſe effettual in the producing of all 
Faluriforons ations; But reprobation ( or preterition) is no effeftlual 
cauſe in the producing of any wicked ations. And, we hold not that 
God bath determined th produce any bad altions in men, as impenitency, 
or the like, ſop. 258. Predetcrmination in this fenfetaken, as an imma- 
nent at © God, and the ſame with, his decree, preciſely in its ſelf; Ir 


Dutsno more into his Subject than his bare Prefcience. How the event, 
{0 | Or 
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o. A oo we 


EF) 
or things decreed ſhall be brought abour falls within the deeree too';, But 
that belongs to the execution, and is de modo ; which muy be, as well by 
permitting, or rr ay (ſoasto aſcertain the exiſtence of what is 
decreed 5 as by affective production, or cauſative determination, and 
ſpecifying the operation of the creature, in perſuance of his decrce, 
and ſuch a difference there is : Gods will giveth Being and Exiltence to the 
ObjeQ of his love; Not fo of his hatred : but preſuppoſeth it only there; 
and yet both the one and the other, are births lying inthe womb of his E- 
ternal decree, whether they ſhall have a truc Exiſtence ornot, Even 
tou.hing the evil, projeCtions, and ations of men, God hath predefi- 


- ned, which of their contrivances ſhall take effect, and which not z what 


Weapon ſhall be improſperovs, and what ſhall proſper, Dan. 8.25. 
and 11,25,27. 1f4.54.15,17.7er.47.7. 1f4.44.7. his ceterminate counſell 
and purpoſe is concerned therein, /ſa.46.10. A#.4.28. Of which more 
hereafter, 

(3) Neither is the queſtion touching the providence of God, either in 
the ſuſtentation or conſervation of the Being of man, or of his concourfe 
to the enabling him unto the produttion of his Acts and opera'ions in ge- 
neral; nor of his irfluence and cauſation as to good aCtions; (nor yet 
touching his order and government of the world, ) but itis, of his pre- 
curſe, or tranſient influence, unto the determination of the Subject, in 
the exerciſe and ſpecification of his Acts, antecedently (at leaſt in order 
of nature) to his own determination, and that in rehation to evil- ations 
eſpecially,whereof we are enquiring, Here it's granted. 

1, That the creature, 2s to all its aCtions in general, hath its depen- 
dance upon Goa the firſt cauſe, on his manutenency and ſupportation 
both in eſſe & operari, as to his Being and Motion, Pſal. 104. 30. Neb. 
9.6, and conſequently that to all ations incommon, Whether good, or 
evil, (ſo in like manner to all operation of every creature, ) ſuch a ſuſ- 
tentation and concourſe of God there is necefſary thereunto, as where- 
by he preſerveth the order of nature, and enableth every cauſe to pro- 
duce its effet : and, that by his continual energetical operation and in- 
flux (which is the ſame) he doth concurr with the reaſon and free will 
of man, at lealt concomitanter,in its own eletion an free determination, 
as that whereupon the Will in aCting, the Acts of the will,and its Actions 
willed, do depend, and without which rhe Agent could not fubſiſt nor” 
move of himſelf at all, 4&#. 17. 28. Rom. 13. 36, Butithence follow-" 
cth not but that man hath a ſeif determining power, (that preſuppoſedY 
as to ſome acts, or actions, which he bath not loſt his capacity unto, r* 


Cor. 7. 37. 
| The 


$3 

The Providence of God, whereby he upholdeth all things, Heb. r. 
3. and by his general influence doth preſerve, and keep alive the power, 
and operation of the creature, doth differ from Creation : tnat is the 
production of ſomething outof nothing ſimply, or out of the power 
of Nature, orof any (ccond cauſe, this is the ſuſtentation of ſomething 
already in Being, ſupplying it with ſtrength for the reduction of its 
Power into Act. It's of the ordinary, and mediate providence of God 
that am ſpeaking, in the exccution whereof, he cooperateth with the 
creature, yet ſoas that the creature hath its immediate influence i..to the 
ſpecifying the effect, by virtue of its proper Form, and God aQteth, 
but mediantibas ſuppoſitis, ac virtutibus cauſarum ſecundarum, 23 Ames 
expreſſeth it, medaately according to the law of the Being, or the power, - 
and peculiar nature, or virtue of the ſecond cauſe, already ſtamp't up- 
on it, (ſpecifying the Act or operation of the*firſt cauſe here, ina ſerfs. 
unleſs he will change or turn the courſe of nature, Fer. 31. 35, 36.) 
Gods influence by his preſence and virtue reacheth unto all and every op- 
eration of the creature, yet it is according to their nature ; he cauſerh 
not fire to coole, or the water to burn; It were a miracle if it ſhould. 
Let but the general influence of the Heavens, reach the Trees, and 
herbs, andevery one will bring forth its own kind ; the Eftect is alrea- 
dy in the Cauſc; it's no creation. 

So for man,of whoſe eſſence it is to have dominionover his own ations, 
or a liberty of ſpecification of his own aQts within his ſphere, by the Law 
of his Creation : thE Principle is preexiſtent inthe SubjeR, which we call 
a power, ( adaitumto the aGt, clſe its no power ) ſuppoſing the com- 
mon providence and aſſiſtance of God, A, 17.28. (in whoſe hands our 
life and breath is, Gen. 2.7. James 4. 14, 15. ) he can determine him- 
ſelf this way, or the other, according to his judgment of reaſon and diſ- 
cretion, ſuch as it is; elſcheis no man, but a meere machine, inferiour 
to all the reſt of the creation of God; to be ſure not capable of being 
the Subjet of moral government. In ſuch ſenſe as every ſpecies of 
creatures are ſaid to have their different nature, .tendency, or law of 
operation connate to them, ſuited to their Being, ( which providence 
works, ) of their own: ſois the :Ctuation thereof conſonantly thereun- 
to, their own, and eſſential to them, as well as the Principle; no crea- 
tive A, but the Law of their creaticn, What meaneth the plaſtick virtue 
given tothe earth, and plants, Ger. 1. 11, orthe prolifick power of 
other livi?g creatures, P. 22, or therational faculties or ative Powers 
wherewith God furniſhed man, p. 26. if they be not a Power unto act 
ſo long as their nature abides cntire, and is ſuſtained, and no impediment 
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be in the way ? take away action, and you take away Life and Soul. The 
Nature of a ſtone abiding} it will fall downwards, without -any premo- 
rion extrinſecal io its ſelf; and fo will the Fire burn, if it's quality 
which is eſſentiil to it be conſerved ; and the Beaſt will follow its initio, 
ſo long as its nature remaineth, and determine its ſelf to, or turn to the 
right hand or the left at the call of its Own:r, according as it is Diſciplin- 
ed; It is within i:s power, if no natural Impediment hinders; and 
ſurely the ſame is not wanting to man ſuitably unto his Nature, through 
the aforeſaid comm >n Providence of God, (without his being Phyſically 
Predetermined therein by him;) a power to ſpccifie his acts according 
to his own Inclination, in reference to hisnatural ations, unto which by 
the Apoltacy he is not diſabled ; and fiaful ations, to which by it he is 
vitioully preponderated ard diſpoſed, This the Senſe of all Mankind 
doth give inits ſuffrage to, Gods ordinary Supportation and Coriturſe is 
ſufficient, to the flux of an cfiet, within the limits of the cauſe, or its 
power 4 natwra snditd or inſita, by God given it unto ſuch effect. 

2. As togood Actions, ſavingly ſuch ; It's granted, that beſides the 
firſt Change wrought by God in the Soul rendring Potent, Habile, and 
diſpoſed to ſuch Acts, new-biaſſing, or invincibly turning, and inclin- 
ing it towards God and Holincſs, unto which it was before Importent 
and wickedly averſe, Epb: 2. 1,10. and 4. 22, 23. there is (till ne- 
ceſſary«a continued Influx of more than ordinary Divine Aſſi-tance, to 
keep alive, and to influence and determine the Soul unto thoſe Acts of 

*true Piety or Holineſs which it hath the nexc power of, or is in an im- 
mediate capacity unto ; and that, on the accouat of the remaining dark- 
neſs of the m'nd, and the prevalent Counter-aQings of the Law of Sin, 
the Reliques whereof are yet ab ding, Rom. 7. Gal. 5. and the weak- 
neſs and imperfection of Grace, Rev. 3. 2. This is the 7) $iaew 4 72 igyeiy 
the Will and the Deed whereof the Apolile ſpeaks, Phzl. 3.13. and 
Chriſt Jeſus is to that end Cooſtituted to be aHcad of vital Influx to them, 
Col.2.19. Fob. 15.4. and Supplics are promiſcd of God to them, in 
waiting upon him for the ſame, //4. 40.31, Eph. 3.16. gnd accordingly, 
ſo far forth as the Inclinations and Actions of Gods People are regular 
and gracious, ſo far its granted to be owing to the Grace of Chriſt, and 
the Operation of his Spirir, 2 Cor. 9. 15. but ſo is not the imperfection 
thereof, not owing to God at all ; no moce than any other neglect. 

A Godly man through the Divine help, 2 Per. 1. 3. may or can act, 
or he may ſuſpend his Acts in an ordinary way; there is no Saint living 
that doth all the good which he might or could do ; or that hath not cauſe 
as well co be Humbled before God, for his Will-nots, as his Can- _ - 
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for bis NegleQts in what he had grace ſufficient for,awaiting him, 2 Per. 5. 
8, 9. and he could have helped. And, ſuppoſing him Predetermined ar 
any time (after the manner of his firſt Converkion) in-bis Gracious ope- 
ranons, in purfuince of Gods Election ; when negligent or relapſing, 
prevented or recovered, Lak. 22.32. It followeth not that God is the 
Determiner of him to what is imperfect or ſinful,accompanying the At to 
the which he is ſo Premoved, or Determined; not to the metreriale of it. 
Suppoſe a man, for Inſtance, te be efficaciouſly excited by God to give 
an Almsto a'Diſciple, (which is good} and withal that he hath an ad- 
mixture of Oſtentation in his mind gay it, (whichis fin, Afar. 
6. 1.) ſuch Thoughts of himſelf, or of the Devils injeCticn, not of 
God's : and if his Char.ty were diſpoſed to a Diſciple, and not by him 
dcefigned to be beſtowed on him in the name of a Diſciple, Afar. 10. 42. 
that Omiſhon- was his own, nothing of God's ; all that God cauſed or 
effected was good ;z and what was irregular or finful. was de /#o of his 
own, #n covcreto, bHoth the At, and Omiſſion ; as well the Subſtrate 
matter of which the ſin is denominated, as the fin its ſelf in its abſtract 
nature adhercing thereunto. 

Asto the Manner of God's Operation on the Soul in its firſt Change, I 
take it to be unto us very far unknown ; nor do [ think any Article of Re- 
ligion to depend on the itating of the ſame. Some athrm a Phyſical pre- 
determination of God, of all andevery the Acts and Operations of man , 
ſuch Phyfical precurſe, and efficient pre-exciting and: determining influ- 
encethey aſſert to accompany, and'to be neceſlary alfo to the ſpecifica- » 
tion of any At whatſoever, whether good'or evil, as that without which 
the Creature could never act or determineitsſclf at all. To meit ſeems 
hard to make out, whether there be anyſuch way of Gods determination 
of man, as thattermed/ Phyſical in ContradiſtinCtion to Aforal, though 
here, as ro good | wovld motreadily admit it ; (for to evil Ido peremp- 

- torily deny it) I mean to good attions; forit's non-ſenſe to ſpeak of Pre- 
determination Phyſical or Moral either,, ro, ought. buy the act or aQion, 
which is'good or evil, upon an account Adventitious, and Extrinſecal to +» 
its ſelf, as related to Law. Whatit is'] fay that God doth inthe Con- 
verſion of a ſmner, as tothe way of working thar firſt Turn to himſelf, 
ſeems to me difficult to find out, Fob. 3. 8. It fuch a Phyſical operation 
there be; terminating on theentity of the Sotl, (it muſt ag well reach 
the body too, the Minilterial and Organical parts; which arc-alſo.ſaid to 
be ſanQuified, 2 Theſ, 5. 23:) it may conſit in the ſuſcitation orelevation 
of its natural ſaculties,  rendring ther1 capable of m_ in a new-Impreſ- 
fion, or irradiation, from the Word and Spirit,to which the pray 
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abled before z which ſome underſtand by Vivification or Quickning, 1 Cor+ 
15. 45. Eph.2.1, andopeningthe Heart, AZ. 16. 14, and Underſtand- 
ing, 4#k, 24. 45. Bending alſo, and applying the Faculty to the Object, 
in order to its receiving of the Impreſs and (tamp thereof _ it, Fob. 33. 
16, the Gpr_n of Truth upon the Mind and Heart, all which I deny 
not; but ſlill,evigent it is That God worketh not any Moral Change on the 
Underſtanding otherwife than objectively, alſo by offering Reaſon to it, or 
propoſing that before it which invincibly bindeth it to an admittance there- 
of, Hof. 11. 4+ and the Goſpel is the deepeſt Reaſon, and Faith the moſt 
ſolid Underſtanding, ſar. 13. 44,45. 1/4.1.18. the Word of Ged isthe 
Seed of the New Birth out of all queſtion, Jaw. 1. 18, 1 Pet. 1, 23. 
and that as propoſed to the mind, 1 Cor, 4. 15. and intertained there, 
Fam. 1.21, Nordoth God work on the Will or Aﬀections, or Execu- 
tive power in Converſion, otherwiſe than Mediante ratione by the inter- 
vention of Reaſon, 1 Cor, 2. 4. not by any Phyſical attingency immediate- 
ly, but by Moral Suaſion, and Objective Propoſal, by the Mind, the eye 
of the Soul. God ſhall perſwade Fapber, Gen 9. :7. By objective Pro- 

ſal, and moral Suaſion, I do not intend onely, that of God Externally, 
in his Word Commanding, Perſwading, Counſelling, &c. or in and by 
the Miniſtry of Man ; but moreover his Internal application to the Soul 
in the Miniſtry of the Word, or otherwiſe; where yet the Word is the 
Inſtrument in the hand.of the Spirit, working in a Moral way ; efficiently 
to0 in a Senſe; yet not mode Phyſeco after the manner of a real Impulſe, 
or proper Phyſical Action or Cauſation, God knoweth how to reach the 
Reaſon, and EleQtive Faculty, the main Springs of the Soul, and how to 
faſten a Nail there, Eccl. 12. 11. a fit Word, ſpoken on his Wheeles, 
Prov. 25. 11. howto catch the Soul e're it is aware, Zyk.g. 10. to allure 
and draw, Cavt. 1.4. (not wats phyſics, by proger phylical determina- 
tion I take it, but) by convincing Reaſoa and Teaching, InſtruQting with 
a ſtrong hand, 1/e.8, 11. Every man that hath heazd and learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me, Fob. 6.44, 43. is made WAling, Pſal. 110. 3. 
the Stony Heart, all Prepoſſeſſion and Averſation againſt God and Godki- 
neſs, is removed, Ezck. 36. 26. andiisſenſe of things is changed, Row. 
8. 5. and the new manis put on, viz, ina Moral ſenſe, Epb. 4. 24. the 
propenſion and inclination of the SubjeQaltered and changed, and become 
a radicated Principle in the Soul, diſpoſing it unto Holineſs. 

If the Devil can fo far overmatch the Underſtanding of man, when by 
God leſt to his delufiogs, . that an 'Erigy#a an effeual working is aſcri-- 
bed to him, 2 Theſ, 2 9.(Whom yet all acknowledge to work only mar- 
ally and objeQtively, 1 Kipg. 22.2 .) Who can ſay but that God, who 
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is morc intimate to man than he is to himſelf, can fo accommodate 
his Word, and follow it by Internal ſuggeſtion, ſo fit it as a key to the 
hearr of the ſinner faſt locked againſt him, as to ſhoot aſide the bolt, the 
d:i\[Jenting power, and to overperſwade and invincibly determine himto 

-0-1 poſſe repudiare, an .mpeſh_ility of omg ans. Foy longer the Call 
of Crriit, or to afree, yet certain entertainment- of it, without ſuch a 
phyſical influx as ſome infilt fo much upon, fleCting the will, and prede- 
terinining it in its operation, and ſpecification of its Acts, in a way con- 
trad{tisCt to that we are ſpeaking of, and wherein it is not concerned, 
The 'Natural faculties of the ſoul, its powers of underſtanding, reafo- 
ning afſenting, willing; and its affections of loving, hating, &c, 
are ont of doubt 4 prima cauſa, from God as the firit cauſe, who giveth 
Being to all things ; and the exertion of thoſe powers into aCt #n l:nea phy- 
fica, is from him; they aredependent Beings, and cannot reduce them- 
ſclves into a or excrciſe without his influence or afhltance ; Ard that in 
the way of phyſical concurſe and cooperat on, before and after converſi- 
on-the ſame, Att. 26. 22. and moreover, it's with me out of queſtion, 
that the Lord doth anticipate and preventthe foul in a more than ordinary 
way, inits firſt Turn ro him, Fer. 31. 18. 2 Tr. 2.25. reCtifying all the 
powers of the foul, the mind, will, affettions &c. Turning them to their 
ight Object, and d ſpoſing them to their right Uſe, and End ; that he ſpe- 
cifieth anddetermineth the ſouls Afts and operations in converſion, which 


' is their modification, as well as concurreth to their Entity, or enableth to 


their exi:tence in the general as aCts or aClions, The queſtion only is, 
whether this determination of the natural powers of the ſoul (to a bclicv- 
i-gin God, «liking, loving, willing, chuſing of the things of God, or of 

eQly oppoſite tothe channel whereinihe ſoul in the egreſs or 
exerc:ſc of thoſe powers or ats ran before that,: whillt it believed the 


'Devil rather than God,-liked and prefertedthe world and the pleaſing of 


the ficſh above the pleaſing of God, loved ſr, and hated ſtrict picty) whe- 
ther I ſay God doth change the courſe of the ſoul, and determine its opera- 
tions2$ beforey I'mean give to will and to do,: yea effectually cauſe ſoto do 
by any phyſical Fzecut ſe, or "Predeterminarion, diltinGt or different from 
the power whith he tendeth to enable thecreature to all and every its natu- 


ral motions and operations or whichhimſelfevermore excrteth therein; | 


or by a moral agency only: whether hedraweth and turneth the ſoul, as the 


\. Fiſher doth the F:Jþ when he hath it upon his hook and line, by a phyſical 

- impulſe :i'o02 a5 the Fſbey doth the Fiſbhwhenhhe haoketh it, or in order to 

- ki bylayiig the'baiz'before it, «where the plea fſurev!\the bait” or hopes of 

© hood preſented-in the* farcie, doth allure: and draw it, this way-or that, 
; f 
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till it hath takn it in, or ſwallowedit z which isan objective drawing, and 
Ike to that which is moral in men? ( I mean it not in the Arminian ſcnie, 
ſo as to leave the ſoul indiflerent, or the Will in ſuſpenſe, that what ever 
God doth on the contrary, it itill may eventually will, or nill, chuſe, or 
refuſe, ca(t the ballance this way, or the other ; but ) whether Gods actu- 
al efficacious and powerfull determination of theW ill of the finner indecli- 
nably to Good, many not be effced, and brought about 7 the way of 
moral operation, or cauſation (as well as phyſical) where the ſoul ſpecifi- 
ethits own Act, in a way more congruous to its nature, and yet cango no 
other way in its elections without offering an'affront to the dictate of its 


own Reaſon and Underſtanding, Pal. 1 19. 36, 8. Lak, ig. 17.: Firſt rei- 


ficd by the ſpecial Grace and help of God, Cel. 3. 10. 7ob. 33. 16. Fer, 
31,11, Fob, 4. 10. (after the ſame manner) by a divine Inculcationof 
Truth, and fixation thcreof upon it, to a ſaving illumination, Afar. 5.22. 
Fob. 14. 26. and 16, 8. But that Goddoth rot either the one way or the 
other, predetermine men to ations wicked and ſinful, Itake here for 
grant, and ſhall hereaſter prove : I mean, neither by external legal Com- 
manding, counſelling, or perſwading ;z nor by internal moral ſuaſion, or 
Suggeſtion, ( which is yet more powerfull) tempting, or ſoliciting effectu- 
ally thereunto ; much leſs by any phyſical Thruſt, or premotion of the 
Will that he ſhould influence it inevitably and inſuperably im its election of 
two objects lyingevenly before it, one good the other evil, to chuſe and 
determine it (elf ros that which is moſt nefariouſly wicked which at the 
ſame time he dehorteth from, and declareth his abhorrency of, and threat- 
neth to puniſh, Dur, 29. 20. - 

Here by the way, let me take occaſion tonote the diſadvantage, which 
(to my beſt underſtanding) I conceive thetruth of God to have recciv- 
cd, in the management thereof in the Point now mentioned, by thoſe who 
go the way of phyſical Predetermination, whilit ſober and worthy men 
of that perſwaſion, in their popular Sermons, undertaking ( as one doth 
in print) to vindicate the Sovercignty of the Grace of God in the begin- 
ing and carrying on of mans converſion, and ſalvation, and for the mainre- 
nance of the nec«ſſity of cffetual grace therein, ſhall pitch upon ſuch 
mediums as theſe, namely (1) That the denial thereof, diſparageth Gods 
providence ;, For that it breaks the eſſcntial ſubordination berween the ſc- 
cond cauſe and the firſt. (2) It deſtroys prefcitence ; for how then cin 
God infallibly foreſee the Motions of the Will,and the Effect depending 
onit, the event being uncertain? ( 3)Itdeihes the Will, making it ſupream 
and independeit upon God himſelf, &c. which do as well prove, and are 
che main arguments brought for the maintaining of Gods efhicacious prede- 

B 2 : termination 


[12 ] 
termination of men in and unto their Unbelief, Rebellion and all the moſt 
impious aCtions whereof the moſt profligate finner is guilty ; and cuts the 
throat of the fourth argument ; that it aboliſhes all prayer and thanksi- 
ving : for that, on the former Hypotheſes, the meaning of ſuch prayer to 


God mut be only, that he would change his operation, and ceaſe to pre. 


move anddetermine theWill to that,which he had all alongbefore guided and 
overruled itto ; that he would counterwork his own prior determination, 
and now turn it, and determine the Will to good, as before to evil ; which 
isa ſtrange notion of prayer, Nor can the ſoul in good earneſt thank him 
for it, when done, if it be indeed really convinced that it might not thank 
it ſelf that ir 'was done no ſooner : or that it may thank God that it ſo long 
refiſted his Spirit, and walked in the path-way of deſtruQtion, in every 
inſtance whereof, it was effeQually predetermined by a ſuperiour agent, 
on whom it had its dependence, who foreſaw all irs motions, who had an 
abſolute ſupremacy over its Will, and unto whoſe efficient energetical Ope- 
ration it could not but be _—— If we had noother mediam to op- 
poſe Arminianiſmby, inthe Point of effetual Grace, I ſhould take our 
caſe for deſperate; and the remedy to be no lefs dangerous than the diſ- 
caſe. But to procecd, 

3. As to the Providence of God in the Government of the World; It's 
granted, that God doth not carry itas a meer SpeQtator, but that his Pro- 
vidence is poſitively active in the diſpoſal of all Events under the Sun; even 
toa ſparrow falling tothe ground, Afar. 10. 29. or to the Lot that is caſt 
into the Lap, Prov. 16.33. All the Hes of Health and Sickneſs, Po- 
verty and Riches, War and Peace, Life and Death, they are in God's 
h:ad, Eccl.g. 11. Fob 14. 14. 2 King. 8. 11. Yer. 10.23. Prov. 26.9, 


* Eccl. 11.5, 6. nor are finful men out of the limits of his Supremacy in 


the order and difpoſal of their aftions; which of their ProjeQions ſhall. 
take Effe, or ſee the light, and in what Circumſtances, and which not ; 
Pſal. 29. 10. he hathall wicked men vpon his hook, Ezck. 38. 4. the Heart 
of the molt Abſolute on the Earth, at his Pleaſure and Diſpoſe. Prov.2 1. 
I. Iſa. 10.5. and 44. 28. and4y. 7,9. Pſal. 33. 15,16, 17. the Over. 
ruling Providence we acknowledge in the order of all Events, whatever 
betideth us. Yet hath not every Providence the ſame aſpect with ir, 
though Gods hand bein it all. Suppoſe for inſtance, a manwalking in the 
Streets, the Tyles of a houſe, he not perceiving any danger, may lip, and 
fall on him : or he fecing them ready to fall, may yet to ſave the wetting 
of his foot, chuſe to adventure the going under them, rather than to croſs 
the way, and they happen to hithim + Or, one from the Roof of the houſe 
wit.ingly throwing them down upon him ; and wounding him either way, 

in 
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in them all, he muſt acknowledge, and eye Providence : butin the firft 
inſtance, though there was a natural cauſe and reaſon of their Falling, yer 
he wholly reſolves his Misfortune into the Divine Providence, which could 
have diverted him from coming at that inſtant there, but did not ; or 
which ordercd things in ſuch a concurrence of Circumſtances, as that it 
ſhould ſo fall ont that he ſhould not avoid the Stroke of them. In the ſe- 
cond, he Notes the Providence, and withal repeats him, and be'ools him- 
ſelf for his raſhneſs and overſight that he prevented it not, when it was in: 
his power, God could have turned his thoughts too, and did not; and (o 
might he., had he conſidered the Danger as he ſhou'd and could have done. 
In the third, he acknowledges Providence alſo, but he blames the Perſon 
that did it, and ſeeks his remedy againſt him, for his Illegal at. If yet” 
the Perſon that wounded him ſhould confidently argue with him, that he 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied in the Dominion of Providence, and not look at him ; 
that he was invincibly or effetually premoved and determined to it ; his 
Reaſon and Free-will was in it indeed, but he could not help it :- that the 
Entity of the Action was good, and for the'anowre or irregularity, it was a 
Privation, a non ens, had no efficient cauſe at all, he had no hand'in that, 
nor yet cantell untill it be pleaded, whether any Law willtake cognizance 
of it or not. Idoubt that the party aggrieved would hardly ſtand to diſpute 
his diſtinctions; buthe would teach him better, 

Gods Providence in the Government of ſinful ations is not in diſpute; 
but the Queſtion is de modo, how God ſerveth himſeifon ſinful men, or de- 
termineth them in their ſinful ations to ſerve his Providence ? whether by 
his tranſient influence upon their Minds and Wills, he pre-exciteth, pre- 
moveth, and predetermincth them unto ſuch ACts or Actions : or ſome 
other way he aſcertaineth the Event onely ? the latter is it which Iaffirmz 
and the former, by many afferted, is it which I oppoſe. $ 
. Touching the fir!t Apoſtacy of Men or Angels, the Scriptures give us no- 
account _— relating either to the Decree of God thereof, or his Agen- 
cy therein at all, The Angels that fell had a poſſibility of attaining Hap- 
pineſs, and a ſufficiency of Divine Grace given them to have preſerved 
them from their Rebellion, had they not by a Voluntary Act of their own 
abuſed it; ſohad Adam; nodecree of God did hinder him from creating 
him with a ſufficiency of Grace, or with a poſſibility of Standing, ſaith 
Davenant, Animad. p. 282, Yetthat God foreknew their defection, is 
out of doubt; yea, and that his Governing Providence was highly con- 
cerned therein, and ſerved thereby. 

For the Providence of God, or its concernment in all the future Acts of 
Sin, whether of wicked Men or Devils, ſince the firſt Apoſtacy,' therein 
the: 
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the Scripture doth lend us more Light ; in which, there is not one inſtance 
upon Record, where God is ſaid ro Decree, Order, or Determine the 
Being or exiſtence of ſuch or ſuch evil actions, yea, or to do them, the 
which (if I be not much miſtaken) may not be made our, were it neceſſary, 
to be with:nthe reach of Humane Reaſon tofithom, and to aſſign how he 
might bring itabout molt certainly; and that by no other medium but that 
onely of Permiſſion and Impedition, and objective propoſal or Premorton, 
Exciting to Cogitations and Actions good, and Materially agrecing to his 
Law. Which two former, ordinarily infiited on at every turn by Divines, 
to ſolve the <qu ty of Gods Jullice in his procedure with men, notwithſtan- 
ding his Providence over ruling their ſnſul actions : the former notion of 
Phyſical Predetermination doth wholly deny, and overturn ; For, if the 
morus primo prin, the firit fgments or thoughts of the Heart, or machi- 
natioas of the Mind, 1/2. 59.4, 5. and Conceptions of the Will, P/al. 
41,2. Fob, 15. 35. be forged by God ;, if the Will cannot elicit any Act, 
nor imperate the execution thereof, nor the executive power follow, other- 
wiſe than as the obediential capacity of the Subjc, or poſſibility of action 
contained in the powers, in an indifferency or indetermination,mult be firſt 
reduced into Act, and alſo determined by God h mſclf as the firit cauſe, 
then is Permiſhon, and Imp:dition or hindring, a meer Chimera; what 
ſhou!d hte permit, or prevent in others, or what netd of that, when, he 
determiceth all, and doetha'l himſelf; or efficiently determineth the ſecond 
cauſe to it, asis ſuppoſed ? But that ſuch a thing there is, and that pre- 
dicaied or affirmed of God in Scripture, innumerable Texts do plainly 
ſpeak ; and aiſo accommodate to our preſent Enquiry. God is faid ro 
Suffer the Nations to wa kin their own ways, ACt, 14. 16. So Luk 8. 32, 
to Suffer the Devil ro enter ito the Herd of Swine; and to pernit, or to 
give men up to the Swing of their own Hearts Luſt, Rom. 1. 24. till he 
ſe what their end ſhall be, Deut. 32. 20. And frequently again to ob- 
ſtruct or hinder what elſe would certainly be Eft.Cted, Ger. 12.6, 7, 
God withheld, and ſuffered ner Abimelech to rouch Abraham's Wife, chap. 
20. 6. he ſuffered no man to do themwrong, Pal. 105. 14. none ſhall d-fire 
their Land, Exod. 34.24. He maketh Diviners mad, and turneth Wiſe 
mnbackward, inorderto the perform-ng of the Counſel of bis Meſſengers, 
. andiall bis Pleaſure, Ia. 44. 25, 28. Diſappointing the devices of the 
Crafty, ſo that their hands canner perform their emer; riſe, JobF5. 12. the 
remainder of wrath ſhall be reſtrain, Pſal. 76. 10, & 106. 46. How 
many wayes can God render abortive the Conceptions of men, prevent 
them, or-cauſe them to- miſcarry / hence is that Memenco of the Apoſtle 
Fames, ch. 4. 15. Ye ought ro fay, if the Lord will we ſhall live, and "x 
this 
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this or that, So Fob. 19, 11, Pſal. 64. 5, 7. inlike manner by exciting to 
Good, may God cauſe, that an other evil rather than that projected thall 
be effected, as Gen. 37. 20, compared with v, 26. and that in perſuance 
of ſome farther Deſign, ch. 45. 8. Mat. 26. 63, 65. or by giving a Diver- 
fion only, cc, W herein God's providential diſpoſal of the Event or order 
of this, rather than the other to take effec, neither dilpoileth the Creature 
of the liberry of ſpecifying his own Act (in a matter wherein he mult be ac- 
countable to his Z«dge, |) nor doth make God the cauſe or determiner of 
it, any more than David: ſlaughter of the Amalck;res, 1 Sam. 30. 17. lay 
at the door of the Philiſtines, ch, 29 7. who wouldnot let him abide a- 
ny longer withthem : or than my coming by on the Rode, when a Robber 
is about to ſet upon a Perſon, and fo preventing him thereby, * would infer 
me to be the cauſe of his next robbery or murder that he commits immedi- + 
ately 1.; another place ; although 1 foreſaw that it would ſo prove. 

Yet ſuch is the order and DircCtionof God's Providence, ſuch his domi- 
nion therein, in every inſtance ot that Kind, that his determinate counſell 
may be affirmed to reach the moſt wicked aCtions, in a ſenſe, 4. 4. 28. 
1ſa. 46. 10, when he hath any Deſign to. ſerve by them, Gen. 50. 20, Yea, 
he is ſaid to bid, and to do them, The Lord hath ſail unto him, curſe 
David, 2 Sam. 16, 10, I willdo this thing opevly, and before the Sun, 
2 Sam. 12,12, he moved David againſt them, to ſay, go number the peo> 
ple, cb. 24.1. even when the Devil docs it, 1 Chr. 21.1. 1 Theſſ, 2. 11. 
The Lord hathtaken, ſaith Fob. ch. 1.21. when the Sabeans had ſpoiled 
him ; and, God had ſmiiten him he ſaid, or he received that Evil of his 
Boils, from him,ch, 2, 10. when it was the Devil that had done it, by God's 
permiſſion, v. 1. «nd would have reached his life too, wauld he have ſuffe- 


.red him,  v.-4. without any premotion of God's therein, or Predetermi= 


nat on, otherwiſe, as t9 the manner, than by a non-impedition of his own 
motion and Inclination.' The Eveat is indeed inthe Diſpoſe of God, and 
the Executionet, as the Axe, Rod, or Staffe, in his hand, 1a. 10.'s 
Yetſo, as that he retainetha dominion over his own Act therein, ( Gods 
ſuſtcntation, .concurſe, and permiſſign preluppoſed,) he is not. a mere 


. machine, or dead engine znox.yet his Reaſon and free Will carried along 
-after the wey:and manner of a vital engine, or ſpontaneous in(trument, yer 


neceſſurily - butis fo termed, from his ſubſerviency a: that time to God's 
ſpecial Providence,and in(trumental:ty in performing his Deſign ; (though 
in ſuch a way, as he he may juſtly and equitably afterwards be called to an 
account.for the ſame z as well for the fat, //a. 1o. 12, as for the circoum- 
ſtances of it, 'v; 7. 13.) otherwiſe than in every other Omiſkon of his, 
or every Act of Unbelicf, Impenitency, Hatred of God, and the like : 

men 
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men arenot ordinarily ſtyledGod's inſtruments therein,or compared to the 


Axe or ftaffe in his hand, or to be conceived of by usas ſuch, with refe- 


rence thereunto, Herein I ſubſcribe tothe worthy Biſhop Davenant; As 


for the procuring and working the impenitency or infidelity of Reprobates, 
God doth not ( ſaith he at all work any vitious diſpoſitions, or defective 
and ſinful actions in ſuch men; wicked habits or difpolitions are diſeaſes 
bred within mens own ſoules, (and yer they bave an entity) not infuſed in- 
to them by the Phyſician of our ſouls: wicked and linful 2:07: are the 
productions of the:r own corrupted free-Will, and not produced by any 


. divine operation working in them : for it's onely in holy and good actions 


that God giveth us both the Will and the deed, Animad.p, 120. neither doth 
God draw any man unto fin, by an unconquerable power, but he permit- 
eth ſome men,by the Devil and their own luſts to be drawn from fin to ſin, 
till at laſt rhey periſh in them;o fwhom perditco rue ex te, thy deſtruction is 
of thy ſelf ,notwichſt1nting,'s mott truly verified p. 121. although the Will 
of God hath the determining Stroke amongſt all poſſible evil actions or e- 
vents, which ſhall infallibly be, and whichnot: And God may be ſaid to 
be the prime cauſe of the ſubſtrate matter or act, in every motion, whether 
of the ſoul or body, as in whom we live, and move, and have our Being, 
as the ſame learned Aurbor afſerteth; Yet doth it not follow, bur that 
man ſtill reraineth his\. If-determining power quoad ſpeciem alt us, aliberty 
of ſpecifying his own aCt ; as the ſame Author maintaineth with St, Au- 
gu#tine, dreus 114 ordinat omnia nt proprios motus exercere ſinat.p. 154. 
(From whence the formal nature of good or evil reſulteth, as the ſame is 
conform, or inconform tothe Law of God; I mean from its ſpecification, 
not its Entity inthe general.) The-Sebeans and Cha/deans for inftance, 
had their power and their atual Exerciſe thereof from God enabling them 
to take goods and drive cattel, and todeftroy the life of man, or beaſt ; 
but the ſpecification of that power, in the atual Exerciſe thereof, or it's 
modification, ( which hath nothing more of Entity, which way ſoever it's 
determined ) unto the Robbing of men, or ſlaying of the innocent, was 
not of God, but of themſelves : that they ſpoiled Fob, not another man, 
and flew his Scrvants #n i-drviduo, andnot another mans, was of them- 
ſclves; andof God too, though in a different ſenſe : of themſelves, as 


- the immediate cavfe of the aCtion 3 of God, as the prime cauſe, or foun- 


' rain of Being and Operation : of themſelves, as the ſpeciſyers of the a, 
according to their own free eleQtion: of God, in that he permitted it, 
for the triall of his ſervant, (when poſſibly he had hindred them from hun- 
dreds of fuch like _—_— before,and beſtdes that,overruled its circumſtan- 
ces ſo, asthat it ſhould infallibly light upon him, and no other man at chat 

time, 
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time. Which 1 cannot better expreſs than inthe words of the aforeſaid 
learned man; * Thoſe that derive the evil Actions of men from their own 
« Free- Will as the proper efficient cauſe, and the exſiſting or coming of ſuch 
* aQiongun eventum 4 decreto dei permittente & ordinante,into event,from 
© the permitting, and diſpoſing decree and appointment of God, are in no 
©errour at all. p.57. The providence of God reacheth to all Events, and 
© actions; but forwicked actions which according to Gods eternal deter- 


© mined Decrce come into aCt at the time appointed, as the Betraying of 
© Chriſt, the murdering of him, and ſuch like, the Devil and mens Free- 


- © Will are the only moving and determining cauſes unto them. p. 115 God 


© cannot be an Author or Producer,much leſs an /nforcer, inregard of any 
© ſinful ation, yct he may bea determiner in permitting it. p. 118 Gods de- 
cree in malis, is only ,as he termethit, anteceſſio or dims, not canſalitatis, 
(4) Nor 1s the g__ yet farther, about Determination in general, or Pre- 
dctermination ſimply confidered, or of the compoſlibility, or conſiſtency 
thereof with humane fredom. For its granted, | | 

1. That an Xqaili/brixm or Indetermination is not mans beſt ſtate. Such 
a pendulous Suſpcnſe or Even poyſe, and inclination of mind and W1ll, 
in the Exerciſe and ſpecification of irs aQts, (conſequenter, aftcr the ob- 
jeQ is united with the faculty, and reaſon hath weighed the good and evil, 
the conveniency and inconveniency of things in its ballance, and delibera- 
ted abour it, ) 1s the ſoules ſickneſs or diſaſter ; ariſing from an inſufficient 
appl caticn of the Otjet, or defect in the Underſianding, an inability to 
judge of the Good or Evil of what lieth before it, which ſhould ponderate 
It, and calt theScalcinits election, that it hangeth in a Suſpenſe. (which 
is the freedom which Arminians ſeem to plead for.) True Freedom. con- 
ſiſteth not in a power or l|berty,zafter the due exerciſe of ratioc.nation, be 
the evidence what it will, to write black for white, or white for black, 
to judge Evil Good, or Good Evil; or ſtill to be undetermined about it, 
for fear of foreſtalling the will: or in a power or liberty, inthe will, not 
to follow the l:berum arbitrium the free award of Reaſon, or for the ſoul in 
willing not to be confined toits own reaſon in what it chuſeth or avoideth:or 
pro /ibitu arbitrarily or at his pleaſure toclicit and imperate whatit liſteth, 
though againſt the ſentiment of the mind; or at leaſt, that aſter reaſon hath 
ifſued in a judgment, the Will ſhould ſtill be indetermined toone. Sucha 
dominion over its reaſon, or literty and freedom of will, cannot but be ab- 
horrent tothe nature of man, All that can be defiredis, that the ſoul hath 
ſuch a freedom of Will, and dominion over its ewn acts, as that, in what 


| everitwilleth, itaceth asa vital and rational agent, in reſpect of its pro- 
| per nature, and internal principle of operation, with ſuch a natural indif- 
| C 


ſcrency, 
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ferency, in ſenſu diviſe, before it aCteth, (for quicquid ef, quando 
ma” eſt) as whereby Reaſon propoſing to the Elective Ficuley £ 
verſe Objects, that have no natural Connexion with the Will, in deter- 
mining its ſclf to cithcr, it foiloweth the dictate of its own judgemeut of 
D.ſcretion, void of all natural Neceih:y, ſuch as when che Fire burneth ; 
or of Coaction, as when a man is haled or carried without or againit his 
own choice; neither is led by a blind inſtinct, as the Beatt; nor acted like 
a mcer M ichine or Eagine, that ordereth not its own motion, nor knows 
its uſe, or tendency. 

Its [generally acknowledged, that if the Underſtanding hath but one 
Object alone prepoſed before it, or but one way or means to ſuch an end; 
or that if the Object be preſented in all reſpects good,as, circa finem, that 
happineſs in General is to be deſired ; or if any particular Object be pre- 
ſented as wndequague bonum, having no apprarcnce of Evil in one reſpect, 
as well as of Good and Eligibieneſs in an other reſpeCt,the Will quoad ſpe- 
ciem aitics, if it acts at all, muſt cloſe with it, and cannot refuſc the ſame ; 
and ſo, 'if there be in it omnimoda ratio mal: an appearance of nothing but 
Evil in all and every reſpect, it muſt necefiarily repudiate, or nill it, and 
cannot otherwiſe determine its ſelf. Yea and it is affirmed of God 
himſelf in S-ripturc, that he is not at liberty in ſome things to deter- 
mine himſelf, or to will, or aft otherwiſe than he duth ;, its impoſſible for 
himtolye, Heb. 6. 18. or not todo that which is juſt and right, Gen. 18, 
25. the Saints alſo in Heaven are determined to good, (as was our Savi- 
our Chriſt evcnon carth, they are invincibly inclined to it; and it is their 
Perfection, that it's (as well Naturally as Morally) impoſſible for them to 
will the contrary, and that for reaſons unalterably pre ponderating them 
that way, keeping: the Will Habitually fixed, and indeclinably pointed 
towards God, and Hohneſs, wherein all future inſtances of Worſhip 
and: acknow!edgment, (being included, as the effect in its cauſe ) are 
Virtually in Act, tte faculty being ſo far forth derermined; and it's our un- 
happineſs that it is otherwiſe with us now. Ir's no defect, or want of any 
defircable Freedom of Will, that a mary cannot obtain of himſclf to cut 
his own thraat, or-fcel not himſelf indifferent about it. | 

; Tobedetermined to evil onely, or tobe in ſuch ſtate and condition as 
that, to do good, formally ſuch, every way _ and acceptable in the 
fight of God, is impoſſible, to be ſure is a moſt Deplorable eſtate ; though 
it be ab 3ntrinſeco,from an innate Principle, Neither is it denied, but that 
fuch an indeterminationas ſome ſtate the Freedom'of mans. Will to conſiſt | 
in, were better, and to be preferred before a determinate Fixation in,and | 
inſuperable propenſion of Will unto Sin,. Fer, 13, 23. 2 Pet, 2, 14. =; | 

5 | 
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ſtall, though lapſed man (till reftored by Grace) doth not eſtimate aright 
of the things of God, though he nauſeateth the things of the Spirit, and 
declineth God and Holineſs : It's not from the Enjoyment, or want of 
any ſuch Freedom as is efſential to Humane nature, (nor can he plead an 
equitable diſmiſſion from his obligation to Obedience ;, fince he is diſabled 
by his own fault ;) but from a privationin his mind, leſs facalras, a pec- 
cancy or diſcaſe therein, as tohis difcerniny and reliſh ot Divine and Spi- 
ritual Objefts, Eph, 4. 18. Rom. 8.5, 7. and a vicious diſinclination in 
his Will and Aﬀections ballancing him another way, Gen.6.5. Epb.2. 3. 
Fob. 3.19. Free Will is ſtill retained, What though a man cannot turn 
the courſe of the Sun in the Firmament? yea, what though many attain- 
ments, as well Natural, as Moral, be now impoſſible to man, which were 
poſſible to Adam, and of his concreated perfection, Gen.2.19 ? what 
if he b2 a lover of pleaſures, more than a lover of God, 2 Tim. 3.4. and 
cannot obtain of himſelf ro do otherwiſe? Yer is he a man ſtil}, a rational 
and voluntary Agent in all that hedoth;, and retaineth a Dominion over his 
own Acts, and a Liberty in their Specification too, of all within his Sphere 
and Compaſs. - 

The Saints in Heaven, notwithſtanding that their ſtate is no other than © 
a determir ate perfection, (not of indiffcrency to Good or Evil, )yet they 
retain aliberty of Competition,Contrariety,or contradiction in their Acts, 
with reference to this or that particvlar Objet, within the bounds and 
limits of God's Wi'l and Law, indelibly engraven on their heart. The 
Natural or Unregenerate man in like manner, notwithſtanding his impo- 
tency to Good,and invincible Propenfion determining him to Evil in Gene- 
ral; yct retaineth the like Liberty and Freedom, to Will or Nill, to 
Chuſe or Refuſe, and conſequently to Do or not Do this or that, (in the 
ordinary way of Gods Providence) ſave in what, by the Apoſtacy, or by 
a radicated Habit or Cuſtom in Sinning, he hath Diſabled himſelf, or is 
Icftof God, In his Natural and Civil.AQs, or in his Sinful As, he hath 
a Self-determining power, (if God permit) he can Specifie his own atZs, 


he can of two Objects before him, chuſe one, and refuſe the other, as the 
! Cogency of his Reaſon ſhall ſway him 


| ther he will go to this Alehouſe, or that, or to neither of them : he can 


: A wicked man can chuſe whe- 


pay a Summe of Money that he hath given Bond for, at the day, if he 

y, (though 
not every way as he ought to do) yea were he not deficient to himſelf, 
might overcome his Will to it, (poſhbly he may be wagered, or by pe- 
nalties be driventoit) as well as the contrary. Every diſaffetion is not 


| Invincible, Luk. 11.7, 8, —_—_ Baaſha, and other the Kings of 1ſrae, 
. 2 


upon 
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vpon the denunciation of Wrath againſt them, might and could, for ought 
we know, (we are ſure graceleſs perſons may) have Humbled themſelves, 
and cauſed their People to Faſt, as well as Ahab, or the King of Neneveb 
did, upon the like Meſſage ſent of God to them ; but they did not. Fer, 
5. 21,23. Mat.11,23. & 12.41. Yea and the beſt Szints, may and 
can do more Go03, and forbear more Evil than they do, as hath been 
hinted, David might and could have forborn to make Vriab Drunk, or 
Murder him, and he could have done Aepbiboſheth Right, againſt that 
Traitour Ziba, 2 S3m.19. 27. but hedid it not. Whoſe Heart is it that re- 
proacheth him not for preventable Miſcarrizges ? In ſuch things it is, 
(which are within mans power either way) that God is ſaid to Try or 
Prove men ſometimes, Demt. 8. 2,16. Gen.22.11, 12. 2 Sam. 24. 12, 

E The Saiats in Glory are lmmutably determinec to to Good ; or cannot 
In, 

The Sinn:r, or Unrenewed man or men, they are Invic.cibly determined 
to Evil, or bent on it in the General ; or cannot do Good. 

Man in Innocency, he had perfe&t Good, or ſpotl:\s Obedience ; and 
alſo Sin, and Evil, within his power both ; being made Mutab'e. 

Man Reilorcd, and Manumitted by Grace, hath imperfect Good, (com- 
pred to the Original Law) or Sincere Otedicnce, within his power ; and 
alſo Sin 8nd Diſobed ence; being on Earth defeCtible, or not yexg Con- 
firmed; though the Decrce and Efficiency of God thall prevent, that he 
ſinneth not to Death. 

Yet may Free. Will be denominated or affirmed of them all. The one 
act as freely as the other ;, the worſt in ſinning, as the beſt in obey ng. He 
acts free'y that can at, or not a, what, when, and how he pleaſeth, in 
things which m:y be ſaid to be '«p uwir, s. e. in our power ; ſo doth the 
ſcrvant, at his Mallers Beck, Col. 3.23. where note by the way, that 
to at voluntarily or freely, and yet neceſſarily are confiſtent, and may 
well ftand together. The Angels in Heaven they love God, and ſerve him, 
Voluntarily and Freely ; ſo ſhall the S:ints in Glory (and ſo doth man in 
his preſent ſtate, even in what hath a kind of nztural Connexion with the 
'Will, determine himſelf Freely according to the DiQtate of his Reaſon and 
Judgment.) A Rational, a Voluntary, and a Free Choice, are Converti- 
ble Terms. The WillaQteth Freely ; not Neceſſarily, as oppoſed to Vo- 
luntary, either conrrarie, by Coaction or Violence, againſt its Elicit In- 
clination ; or negative, from a meer natural Neceſſity, without Reaſon : 

But ſtil) it «Feth Neceſlarily in ſome ſenſe, (as the Will evermore doth, 
when Reaſon hath once caſt the Scale,) with neceſſity of Immutability in 
reſpec of the Event, which, oppoxirar poſſibili non eſſe, is ___ -3, 
olhbi- 
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Poſſibility not to be,( God's Supportation and Concurſe preſuppoſed) or 
eventns contraris, ofthe contrary Ifiue or Event, it can do no otherwiſe, 
and that from the Potency or perfeQtion of the Rational Faculty, and Cog 
nation that it hath with the Obj«-&t. And the contrary is as true, of 
Wicked and Unregenerate men; they At freely, following the Di&are of 
their Reaſon and Judgment, ſuch as it is, though Brutiſh, Fer, 10. 8, 21, 
& 51.17. though Carnal, £ nfual, and Devilith, Fam. 3. 15. Fer. 4.22. 
void of all natural Neceſſity or Coaction, in their choice of Sin, and Fleſh- 
pleaſing, Eph. 2.3. Yetdothey AG Neceſſarily alſo, ſo as that they can- 
not poſſibly Will or Do the Contrary, ( without renewing grace) Feb.F. 
44.45. Rom.2.5. and that ab sntrinſeco, from a Privation in their Mind, 
Rom. 3.11. Epb. 4. 38. andan Import. ncy, or contrary Propenſionin their 
Will and Aﬀections, preponderating them to Evil, (though not ſub ratione 
mal:) and toa Diſrelyh of true Holineſs, Rom. 8. 5,7. whichis /angaor &- 
egrirudo animi the Souls ſickneſs, and depravation of its Faculties, the 
fruit of mans firit Apoitacy from God, ]-b. 14. 4. though he be ſitll babile 
ſubjeFum, a Subjc&t capable of the Retrivement of God's Image into his 
Soul, Col. 3. 10. 4. e. Man ſtill, with his natural faculties of Reaſon and 
Will; and ſo, Gocd is yet poſſible to him in ſome ſ.nſe, if God plezſe to 
adapt him for it, Eph. 2. 10. 

In and about particular A agible, within mans power, and unto which 
he is not alF«ally or virtually, by a previous invincible Habit, or Propen- 
fion of Mind and Will predetermined, lieth the Contingency and Evitabili- 
ty of Humane a&:ons. In ſuch ations hath man a liberty of Contrariety, 
or Contradiction,in the Exerciſe and Specification of his 4s, or of Indi:ffe- 
rency, accordingly as his Reaſon doth ſway him. He may and can A, or 
ſuſpend his A# ; his Will containeth within its dominion 8 power and poſſi- 
bility unto contrary at#s and effetts; what is ſuture, is yet evitable; and 
that poſſible, that is not future. Afar ( ſaith the Learned Daves 
nant) hath not onely potentiamin ſe liberam, « faculty in its ſelf free, 
or capable of freedom ; bux liberum uſum potentiz,the free Vſe or Exerciſe 
of it, A wicked Man for inſtance, can upon other Delibefiation, reſolveto 
do otherwiſe than he doth, which freedom is evident in Adulterers, Thieves, 
and all manner of Sinners, who being reſolved to Commit this or that Sin, 
when they perceive ſome great Danger, preſently chooſe to abſtain from 
it till a fitter opportunity, Cain, Abſalom, Judas, and others, were not 
under a Neceſſity of committing thoſe Sins, whereof they are noted to be 
Guilty ;, it was out of their free Election, having a power. whereby they 
might have abſtained from them, The Angels that fell, notwithſtanding 
the Decree of the Divine Will, had a Poſſivility of Not-rebelling ogainit 
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of Divine Grace given them to have preſerved them, 
ſo had Adem, had they not abuſedit. God's abſolute preſci doth nor 
take away the poſlibility of the contrary Aion or Event ; no more doth 
his abſolute decree, to think that the Cecree of abſolute Reprobation muſt 
leave. men under a neceſſity of committing their ſeveral fins,is a falſe Ima- 
£jnation, as every mans Conſcience is able to witneſs, ſo the aforeſaid 
Author, p. 116, 199. 328. 344. whom | have the rather conſulted, for 
that he is inſtanced in by ſome, and produced for a maintainer of God's 
Predetermination of mans will, in the ſenſe by them pleaded for ; Which 
himſelf termeth, a controverſy between the Dominicans and Jeſuits; with 
whoſe Metaphyſical /pecu/ations our Proteſtant Divines love not to torture 
their brains. 

Nor yetdol take all Extrinſick Predctermination to be Inconſiſtent with 
humane Freedom in Acting. Forit hath been before granted, that ſuch 
Predetermination of God is neceſſary unto the Converſion of any Sinner 
wmto him, (though the Sinner is capable of doing ſomething that inthe Or- 
der of Gods appointment hath a tendency to it, Prov. 2. 3, 5. Iſa. 64, 7. 
and it lieth at the Door of any under the call of the Goſpel, that they are 
not converted and healed by God, it's their own fault, Fer. 13. 27, Afar. 
25. 29. and their heart will oneday Reproach them for it, Luk. 16. 28.) 
neither do we, when we ſpeak of an Irreverſible, Inſuperable, Irreſiſti- 
ble Determination, (whether to good or evil Actions, ) meane any more 
than ſuch as'cannot, or rather ſhall not be reſiſted ; ſuchas is efficacio.ſly 
prevalent, and never fruſtrate. Yet is the Liberty and Freedom of Co-op- 
eration in the Subject, inſuch caſe, no more than that of a Rational Spon- 
taneity; it containeth in it's own nature nothing of contingency, or poſſi 
bility of the contrary Event. In Efeual calling, the New Creation, 
(wherein God worke«th ſomething above and beſides the Order and Courſe 
of ſecond Cauſes, in order to the new Biaſſing and Pointing the ſoul ro- 
wards himſelf, Heaven, and Holineſs; ) whatever the Influence or Efh- 
ciency of God be on the ſoul, orits faculties of Reaſon and Will, or his 
manner of Operation; (whether it be by way of objeQtive Propoſal, 
and Fixation on the mind, Demonſtrating the Object, and EffeQually ſet- 
ting home Truth, to an immutation therein, and turn of the Will, 1 Cor, 
2. 4. Or by way of Phyſical Precurſe and Premotion beſides, exciting the 
natural Powers into Act, and inclining and bowing them in their Operati- 
on as the Fountain of Being, and motion, unto s Change or Turn into a 
new Courſe, Eph. 2. 2. 4, 10. of which before, ſtill, he ſo intimately 
by his Preſence and Virtue reacheth, and applieth himfelf to the Active 
Princip!e of the ſecond cauſe, he ſo congruouſly accommodateth himſelf m 
[4 


— —_ 4 - GS" ws 


* —__ 
— ——  - 


CHE 2 

the nature of the ſubje&t to be wrought upon, as that all the vital Wheels 
of the ſoul, the Reaſon, Eleive power, Will and Aﬀections go along 
with choice and delight in their determination, without the leaſt Rape or 
Violence offered to the [nnite freedom of the ſoul, though God and Chriſt 
be carried into the heart, with a greater weight of Love than any other 
Object can ballance, to turn the ſcale of its Predominant EleCtion an 0+ 
ther way, and yet it's Invincibly or Irrefiſtibly wrought upon, and a ne- 
ceſſity Induced uponit ina ſenſe. It can will no otherwiſe, Chriſt draw- 
ing, yet the Will remaineth ill free; for volentary and violent, willing 
and forced, do impl:care ; The Will cannot be forced, »nd for the Will to 
be determined neceſſarily or indeclinably ro Good, and what may render 
the ſoul happy, no man that prayeth to God for gracc, or that acknow- 
ledgeth God therein, will ever recoil at it,, or 2ccount himſelf injured 
thereby, or concerned to riſe upagainſt it: nor is it at all repugnant to the 
Commands, Counfels, Promiſes, or Threats laid before men to induce 
them to a Returnal unto God, Heb. 4 1, 11. For that, the diſpenſation 
of this grace is, as to vs, contingent, and in the uſe of means; And the 
ſecond cauſe hath its immediate, formal, and proper Efficiency therein, 
It is man that believeth and repenteth, (not God; yet the Effet of God's 
power overſhadowing the ſoul, Pſal. 110. 3. ) whoſe Action is not only 
the firſt cauſe in the preſence of ſuch a Creature, (as in the gifts of mira- 
cles: ) but is ſpecified by the ſecond cauſe, in the virtue of its proper 
form ſuitably to its nature, as a reaſonable Creature, 2 Cor. 6.1. Gods 
Efficiency changeth not the natures of things ; thongh he rcEbficth, and 
healeth the Mind and Will morally, yet healtereth not its proper mo- 
tion or manner of operation naturally. Lt inclineth its ſelf as ſreely to the 
AQ,*and thatupon the cogency of rcaſon and judgment, asif there were 
no ſuch Hyperphyſicel determination thereof by God at all. Dar. 30. 19. 
3. But asto. evil or ſinful ations, whercof our queſtion is, ſuch Pre- 
determination is deſtructive to the Creature, and inconſiitent with God's 
moral Government over him : albeit that God's decrees are infruſtrable, 
yet doth not God premove their Wills Inſuperably in and unto the Con- 
ception and Production of ſuch Act: more wereit for the honour of God, 
(if fin diſhonoureth him, and the good of man his Creature, that ſuch 
AQts or Operations of his ſhould for ever abide in their bare Potentiality, 
or that his Will ſhould remain in an Everlaſting Indetermination, (which 
it's ſaid that it muſt, if God determine it not,) than that it's poſſibility, 
ſhould be educedinto an Actual invaſion of the Government of God, and 
affront of his holy Majeſtie ; and then the cteature be damned for the ſame, 
(though he could, but ſees it not meet to-preventit.) here it's neceffary, 
not 
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not only. that the Subjc hath no Violence offered to it, but that ir be not 
made free nor willing, wich isfar the worſe. If any man ſhould violent- 
ly ſnatch me out of harmes way, when I wasnot aware of it, or reſcue me 
from the Pit; Iſhould have no cauſe to complain of him : but in caſe any 
one could reach my Elective power, and inlatuate and befool my Reaſon, 
(ſuppoſeit by faſcination,)and ſhould derermine me tothe Contrivance and 
Execution of fome horrid Treaſon, tomy deſtruftion ; He ſhould dome 
more Miſchief and Injury than if he had violedtly or by force aff flinated 
me, and taken away my Life with his own hands ; as is obvious to every 
Underſtanding; more of Evil would cleave to me; and if he were m 
Judge in ſuch In tance, 1 know what I could not but ſay. God himſelf 
hath declared ita thing to him condecent and juſt,that in the matter of Of- 
fence and Puniſhment, his Act ſhould be (if I may ſo ſpeak) at the Beck + 
and determination of the Creature. Legiſlation belongs to God alone; 
and Deliverance after forfeiture belongs to his Prerogative ; but that 
any one becomes an Object of his reCtoral Juilice and Wrath, God is 


-not the firit cauſe of that ; or the Predeterminer to thoſe Actions w hich in- 


volve men under Guilt. The Fzdge or King is and muſt be at the Diſpoſe 
of the Subject in a ſenſe, in the Execution of the penalty of the Law ; not 
to hang whom he pleaſe; nor yet to make them culpable. Such a Supre. 
macy over all Perſons, and in all Caſes, God abhorreth from, 1a. 50. 1, 
The Poſition directly contrary hereunto,is that which by ſome is mainrain- 
ed ; namely, That God in Eternity did Predefine or decreeall the finſul 
Attions of Angels and Men. That by his Efficiency, which is but the 
Execution of his Decree and adequate toit, foregoing the Operation of 
the ſecond cauſe, he doth intime, . by his tranſient phyſical Influence, pre- 
determine the Creature to all ſuch A&:ons ; thar the necefſary dependence 
of the ſecond cauſe, or the firſt, and its Efſ:ntial ſubordination to it, doth 
ſo require, that the Habit or firſt 4 , and the Operation or ſecond A7F, 
is the Product 3nd Effect of ſuch Influence of God the firſt cauſe, as ſecun- 
dary and ſubordinate to it, an4 is aſcertaincd by it; or that otherwiſe the 
Decrce might ſuffer diſappointmert, More particularly; thatthe Fall of our 
firſt Parents was fore-dec:eedof God; and that in Execution thereof, 
ſubſtrabendo, by withdraw.ng, or ſuſpending that Light and Aſſiſtance, 
without which it was impc ſible for them eventually to ſtand : or efficiendo, 
by his Phy ical precurſe,- he determined them thereunto. They aſh-m not 
only the concurſe of God enabling them to and in the As of Appeti- 
tion, of Maſtication, Manducation &c. in eating of the fruit ; bur.chat 
the diſorderly Modification of the 4& was primarily from God ; that by 
his Influence and Cauſa;ton, himſelf did caſt the Scale of their Will, oc 

: ire, 


fire, and to eat of that Tree prohibited (in which. was ye diſorder) ra- 
ther than any other, (before free and indifferent, till determined thercin- 
to,” by that Energy of his, wh'chcou'd not but produce the Effect; ) yer 
ſo, as that no ttraining or compaſſion can be dreamed of therein; though 
in ſenſu compeſito coniidered, as in ſubordination to tne [mmutable Decree 
and Efficiency of God, they co..Id dono o;herwiſe than they. did. 50 for 
all other the wickedeſt Actions of men , that all the incſcations of rhe fled, 
the motus primo prims, all the firſt machinations of the Micd or Thovghts, 
and conceptions of the Will, are forged by him, (as to the ſuburate mat- 
ter, ) that unto all the hatred of himſeif, all the Lying, Curling, Rapins, 
Blood, Cruelty and Confuſion in the World, he is the firſt n:aver, the 
reducer of it out of its bare potentiality- into AR, its Speciher, arid Pre- 
determiner, as to its Exiſtence, and mode of Being; not only the 4fſy- 
r14ns ſpoiling and taking the Prey, 1/a. 10. 6. but «ll his evil meamng, 
20. 7. and his ſaying, that by his Strength and Wiſcomhe had done it, 
v.'13. both Habit and Ac: all that had any thingof Entity in it, that 
not only the Power of Herod, and the exercife thereof unto the taking of 
a Wife was from God; Bur «7 ſpecie and 5ndividae, that he took his Bro- 
ther Philip's Wife, rather than an other Woman he was indeclinably pre- 
moved of God, and Efficien:ly Predetermined by Þim; and ſo inall inſtan- 
ces of natural Action, . This is it which Loppoſe, and the which now com- 
meth more directly ro be Conſidered and Argued: ti: of 1 

1. The Firſt Argument which 1 ſhall infiit on, for the confutation. of the 
Doctrine aforeſaid, and'in maintainance of the Poſition by me before laid 
down, which is diametrically oppoſite to it, is this. ' It maketh God to 
be the Efficicnt c2uſe, orthe Author of fin (fot a Gnner; ſor that he is 


above Law, ſay ſome, but) of all that is ſo:in'man. ' 'The conſequence 


t know is denied by them whom l oppoſe, yeaand the thing diſowned;they 
will not 'affirm; norgratit God'to be the -4«thor of fin, nor do think; that 
from what they affert, it will-unavoidably follow ; whatever odious Con- 
ſequences we' faſten upon' ar opinion in' the way of Argumentation, we 
take for grant the contrary. Namely, tharthey who'do hold that: Opi- 
nion; d6 not” hofd thatwhich we-connectwith it, or, that which we tell 
them will foll6w there&pon. Whieh I endeavour to convince a man of his 
errour, by reducing him ad #ncommodum or abſurdum, to an an inconve- 


niency, or abfurdity :-T take it for Grant that himſelf accounteth it an ab- 


ſurdity which 1 would faſten upon him; Or my Argument is to him loſt. 


if he agreeth not with mein thar which I make Uſe of a+. my medium to con- 
vinet him, (andthere is no man ſoperſe; but he holdeth contradictions, 
though he ſecth it tiot 3 ) ot if he doth.ngt with me more firmlyadhere to 
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the Tru:h which1 take to be contradiftory to his Errour, my Argument, 
(which procedeth ex conceſſis ) will not pinch him at all. 
| _ Herethercforethey diſtinguiſh of the Phyſical Action, and the Morality 

of it; the Action they ſay is of God, and its Exiſtence ; He it is«that pre- 
moveth, ' and by his tranſient Phyfical influence cauſcth, and efficiently pre- 
determineth men in and unto all their ſinful Actions ; (and isthe firſt cauſe, 
and dcterminer in all their Omiſſions )) that he ſpecifieth, and giveth its 
particular Individuation to every ſuch numerical Action : but for the anomie 
or ataxie of it, it's Irreguiarity ( wherein the formal nature of Sin conſiſt 
eth, its inconformity to Law) that is a privation, it'sa nor ens, or nibil, 
it hath no Author or Efficient cauſe at all, (only a deficient cauſe, or ſub- 
ject rather, ) nor is cauſed. The Action they ſey,the ſubſtrate matter of Sin, 
God cauſeth or cftecteth; not the Obliquity of it 5 the AR, not the ſinſul- 
neſs; the former, s.e. the Act, they ſay is ens, it hathan Entity or Being, 
and ens & bonum convertuntur, it mult necefſarily therefore be good, and 
have God for its Authour, who is ſo of all that is good, '&-c. Bur ſurely 
ens, & bonum morale, are not convertible terms : every thing that is, is 
not morally good ; and of Metaphbyſicks we are not diſputing. 

Laying afide therefore all Philoſophical and ScbolaFtical ſubtilties, let 
vs attend to the Scriptures, and ſee whether we can find out what is Sin ; 
and whether it. may be ſaid to have any Author of it, or no; and if ſo, 
what it is that denominateth any one ſuch inthe Language of the Holy- 
Ghoſt. 

Sin is either Orginal, or Atual. Original, is cither that of Adam, or 
of all mankind in him, Rom. $5. 12. which was Orzgo, the firſt beginning, 
and Spring-head of all fin: Or the immediate Product thereof, that which 
though it be not the firſt Sin or Tranſgreſſon, yet is ab orgine congenite, 
or of the ſame Original with vs;, and that is either private , The loſs or 
Want of ſomething :n debite ſ«bjeFo, that gr jure ought to be in the Sub- 
je, termed the Image of God, Gem. 1.26. Ecc.7. 29. Col. 3. 10. Or 
poſitive, an Alienation,or Diſ-inclination to what the Law of God requi- 
reth; and a bi:ſs and propenſion to what it prohibiteth, Fob. 14. 4. Pſal. 
Fi.5. and 58.3. Gen.6. 5. Row. 3 10, (which.is heightned by conti- 
nyed. Atts, Fer.13. 23. ) and this' is:the Source-and Fountain of all other 
Sin 


| Actual Sin, is either of Omiſfſion or Commiſſion.. The former, is the 
ſubjce's not exerting, or not coming up to ſome particular A, which 
by the Law he ſtood obliged to. The latter, the Perpetration of fame 
Ai, or the Doing of ſomething, which the Law of God forbids to be 
committed or done, Znk, 11.42. The formal nature of Sinsn abfratto, 
is 


CL 27 1] 
is a Repugnancy to Law or Rule; ſo the Apoſtle defines it, a Tranſgreſ- 
fion of the Law, 1 Fob. 3. 4. All Sin, however Diſtinguiſhed, is ſuch, 
and for the ſame reaſon is Sin; becauſe Inconform to the Law of God, 
dvouie, an Illegality ; it's not the Object, or Circumitance of an Act, or 
Intention of the Agent in Acting, tbat 1s the Rule or Meaſure of its Mo- 
rality ; but the Act or Action ſo modified, is Good or Evil, as Conform 
or Inconform to Rule, Rom, 4. 15. | 
Sin #n concreto, isa Peccant Habit, Act, or Omiſhon, againſt Law or 
Rule. Inittherc is nothing more nor leſs to be conſidered, but the Ha- 
«bit or Privation, A or Omiſſion of the Law; and the Habitude of the 
formertoit. The Law, that is Good and Holy, Row. 7. 12. it's alſo 
index refti & obliqui, the Rule and Standard of what is Right, and what 
Not. God is the Authour of That, Man of the Habit or Act Deviant 
from it ; the Habitude or Relation of Sinfulneſs, ffante ge, reſults 
from the former At, The Formality God is the Authour of, in ſome 
Senſe, he Conſtituteth the Law ; what Action ſhall be Good, what Evil, 
bis Nature and Will giveth it foto be, it's of Him ; but the Exiſtence of 
the At or Action diſcrepant to Law; is of Man; . God is not the Authour 
or Predeterminer of That ; he might not'do it, or was nut Neccſſitated ſo 
to havedone it. | 
Sin is ſometimes in Scripture predicated of the Soul now depraved; 
ſomtimes of its Faculties ; of the Underſtanding, Will, and AﬀeQtions 
and ſometimes of the Body its Inſtrument, as the Subject and Efficient of 
it; ſoit isof the Habit or Propenſion to Evil; and Privation of Light, and 
of the contrary Inclination to Good, (whereof the Soul it ſelf, and its na- 
tural Faculties, is the ſubſtratum, the prime Subject of ſuch Depravati- 
on, and vicious Inclination, and in like manner of all ſinful Omiſhons or 
Non-agencies) and of aFtual ſinful Commiſſions, (the ſubſtratum or mate- 
riale, the matter whereof is the «7 it ſelf) yea, it's denominated of them all 
in the Abſtract, Epb. 5.8. Rom.8. 7. ch. 1.29. Let now this irregular 
warping of the Faculties, this crookedneſs of the habitual Frame and In- 
clinations of the Soul, and diſconformity of its «&#:ons, 1a. 59.8. letit, I 
ſay,be whatit will be, inits preciſe nature, ens reale rationis, modi entis 
or modus mods entis ;, ſtill it cleaveth to, and is affirmed of the Faculty, 
Habit, or At whereof itis the Mode, the Scriptures throughou!; and he 
that determineth, or is determined to an ACt forbidden, doth, or is ſo alſo, 
to the Sin or Evil of it, in the Judgment of God or to the evil Action in 
concreto, as well toits irregularity, as to the Entity of the af#ion: which 
whilſt the Law abides, it can never really (onely by a ment.1 Preciſion or 
AbſtraGtion,,) be ſeparated from. = but the Fundamentym and termi- 
2 718 
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nu, and theeclation reſults. If a Man begets a Child, * the relation of Pa- 
ternity cganor but follow, If the Sou!diers do not keep their Ronks, or 
ob/ervenor their due and proper Motions; the diforder of the Army re- 
ſ.l's,. and none can helpit, Tie Winding vp or looſing of a {tring, or 
Phyſical-undue Touch or motion of it, will cauſe an' Irregulariry or Dif. 
cord in Muſic+; and that by Reſultancy from ir., So, let the Habits and 


Propenſi>ns cf the Soul be wrong pointed, and its natural. Actions deter- 


mined, as to tne Entity of them, and manner of Being, croſs to the Law 
of God, (whenceſocver it be) and its Harmony js deitroyed ; Sin reſults, 


ne ther can the Gutit of it come any o her way. He that ſo acteth, doth . 


duzeTiay mottiy, make S n, Fob. 8. 34. 

Sin, it's ze2r2uic a Tranſgrefſion, beſides or againſt the Law, 2 Per. 
2.16, Ages Impicty, 2 Tim. 2. 16. and megCaos, 2 Deflection from a 
ſtreight Line, Rom. 5. 14. and mgenJoue an Aberration, or Lapſe, v. 15. 
and. 23x03 Diſobedience, v. 19. and mwngia Pravity, Att. 3. 26. and 
"Arghagoia Foedity or Impurity, Mar. 23. 27. and Kaxia Wickedneſs, 
Alt. 8. 22. and Ild4oz due cuagma th, all Injuitice, or Deviation from 
tlie Ru'c of Righteouſneſs, is Sin, 1 Feb.5s, i179. The Queſtion is, of 
what all this is Denominated ? what it is, that whoever can juſt! 
charged therewith,the Guilt of all that cleaveth to him ? Surely it's 


e- 


thing Real, not Imaginary onely that it's ſpoken of ; it's as well of Habits, . 


as Privations; of Acts, as Omiſſions; and hath an Efficient Cauſe, and 
Real Foundation, with the Entity whereof; thoſe Relative Reſpects are 
Identifhed, and he that Cauſcti one, Cauſeth both, 

That *'Emfvuiz unbridled Concupiſcence, Row. 7. 8. or the Habitual In. 
clination of the Whole Man to what is Prohibited, and Diſclination to 
what is Commanded. It's termed in Scripture, Sin; tbe Body of Sn, and 
Law of it, Rom. 7. 23. ſomething Preſent, Dwelling, and Moving in 
the Subject, v. 5. 17.cb. 8. 3. Sometimes it's ſaid to Warre, ſometimes 
GEemwer to Reign, or to Lord it; (this Non-ens, as ſome will have it,) 
Let not Sin Reign in your Mortal Body, that ye ſhould obey it in the Luſts 
thereof, Rom. 6. 12. This our Catechizes teach to he a Corrupt Nature 
Inhering or Dwelling in us, ponds a weight, and an Operative, Effective 
Princ: pl; an anomalous thing, yet the Fomes peccats, the Source and Foun - 
tain of all Actual Tranſgreſhon. The Natural Habit or Inclin2tion, is quid 
reale, ſomething Real and Exiltent, an Active Quality. It's the Soul, the 
Form, that Aceth ; but by the Habit it's diſpoſed to ACt ; its Faculties, 
and Habits or Diſpoſitions, are its Inſtruments of Aion, and concurre 
ſubordinately thereunto. 

If it Inclineth, ſtands Bent, or Determined towards what the Law for- 


bids, 


%. 
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bids, or be pointed repugnantly to Rule, It's #ax<5ia an Evil Complexion, 
Habit or Co iltitution of Soul ; a Leprofie,/ſa.1.6. a Running ſore upon 
it, P/. 38. 5. it's morc than a Privat:on, it's a contrary Habit to Good, 
a Plague on the Heart, Hof, 11.7. Jruclinatio ad malum & probibitum re- 
eiprocanter, toincl.ne to any Act or Object that God Prohibits, is to En- 
cline to Moral Evil, or Wickedncſs; and ſuch Inclination {of Mind, Will 
or AfteQions,) or ſo modified, and determined, is Wicked and Sinfull; 
the Entity of it is ſo morally, (not Phy fically,) fo is the Miad its ſelf fo 
Aﬀeted, Ait. 14. 2, the Will, Eph. 2. 3. and Aﬀedions, Rom, 3. 26. 
as well as that which proceedeth or cometh out of them: For, from 
within, out of the Heart of Men, procecd Evil Thoughts, Adulteries, 
&c. ſaith qur Saviour : all theſe Evilthings ; ard defile the Man, fark, 
7. 21,23. having Eyes full of Adultery, '2 Per. 2. 14. 

So for Omiſſons and Commiſſions, Omiſſhons , T bere is none that cal- 
leth upon thy Narne, that ſtirreth up himſelf to take bold of thee, Iſa. 64. 
7. There « noneitbat Vnderſtandeth, none that ſeeketh after God, none 
that doth Good, Rom. 3.11, 12, Axagisot Ingrateſul, 2 Tim.z. 2, "Asopyor 
without Natural Afett-on,v. 3, [ was an Hungred, and ye gave me no 
Meat ;, In Priſon, andye wiſited me nor, Mat. 25.42. All this is Impiety, 
Sin,or Unrightcouſneſs. By what th:ndoth a Man Contract the Guilt of 
all, but by a non agency nor non-exertion of ſome Phyſical 4, which 
the Law of God, ſome affirmative Precept rcquireth ? it reſults ſrom it. 

In like- manner for Commiſſions ; They are all gone our of the way, 
Rom. 3.12. Their Throat is an open Sepulchre With their Tongues they 
bave uſed deceit, &c. v.13, this is Sin and Wickedneſs. The Queſtion 
is whether Sin hath anv Efficient, or Author, or not? Or if ſo, what it is 
to be the Author of it? Sinisthe Tranſgreſſion of the Law, ſaith the .4- 
poſile, 1 Fob. 3.4. But be that liethcarnally with another mans Wife, or 
that tak:th away the Life of an Innocent Perſon, or uncondemned, &C. 
Tranſgreſſeth the Law, Jam.2.11. Ergo, Sotodois Sin, Thevery natu- 
ral Act is ſuch: Pur but the Law, and the Act, 'and it reſults; JF ye 
have reſpet of Perſons, ye commit Sin, and are convinced of the Law as 
Tranſereſſors, v. 9. Youaret he Authours of it. Hence ſuch Actions re- 
ceive a new denomination, when [llega], The Natural Uſe of Woman is 
lawfull, but thatis not called Adultery ; So, to take away-the Life of man 
in ſome caſe ; but that is not termed Murder as before. Fam. 2. 11. All 
Eating and Drinking, is not Surfetting and Drunkenneſs ; nor every tak- 
ing of a Purſe, Theft;nor ſaying Yea or Nay, Lying ;but as the queſtion is 
put, AG.5. 8. the modification then of theſe natural Acts, (the Power 
whereof is from God, 4.17.28. ) the Specifying and Determining them 
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this or the other way, with their Relation to God's Law, is that which gi- 
veth them both Name and Thing. If a man layeth Yea, when by the Law 
of God he ought to ſay Nay, it's Lying, and the phyſical At Sin, or Tranſ- 
greſſion. To pour water, and to Baptize in the Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy-Ghoſt, isno Sin, (yea may be Righteouſneſs; ) but ſo ro do, snd 
ſay, over a Beaſt, can never be but Sin : To Name the Word Devel, is 
is not alwayes Sin; But to Baptize a Chriltian inro his Name, hath a 
moral Afalignity in it, that can never by the Wit of Man be ſeparated 
you it; but that he that determineth to the ACt, doth alſo to the Obliqui- 
ty of it. 

Heace it is that Men axe ſaid to hatch and contrive Miſchief, fa. 59. 4.. 
to do Wickedneſs, Gen; 39. g. or Unrighteouſneſs, Lev. 19. 15. Rom. 1, 
29. and to commit Sin, F«. 2:9. (the Abſtract for the Concrete, ) this, 
though it may not be Good Merapbyſicks, is ſound Divinity Iam ſure It's 
meant of Acts oblique, and thwarting Gods Law; Termed a Working of 
Wickedneſs, 2 K»n9. 21.6, It's the AQt or Subſtratum only thatis meant, 
or that Man doth, when he is ſaid to be the Authour or Worker of Sin ; and 
that he pleaſcth himſelf in, when he is ſaid to take Pleaſure in Unrighteouſ- 
neſs,2 T beſ.2.12.0r that his Members arc Serviceable to, when he ts ſaid to 
yield them as Initruments of Unrighteouſneſs, Rom.6. 1 3.0r that he repents 
himof, when he is ſaid to repent him of his Wickedneſs, 47. 8. 22. 
and beg pardon for it, Pſal. 32. 2,5. or that Men are Damned for, when 
they arc ſaid to Receive the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs ; And yet ſurely 
thatis Sin, Rom. 6. 20, 23. theſe things haſt thou done, Pal. 50. 21. 
And diverſe Aﬀection : Sin hath predicated of it; ( whereas non entis 
nullieſt affeio) It's ſaid to be Intended,and Remitted ;fome to be greater, 
ſome leſſcr Sins, and Sinners, Ger. 15. 16. a Wonderfull and Horrible 
thing is Committed, Fer. 5. 30. and 23. 14. it's ſaid alſo to leaven, 1 
Cor. 5.6. andits ſelfto be purged out, 2 Per. 1.9. ſome to be overcome 
of it, 2 Pet. 2. 19, and others to overcome it, XKow. 12, 21, being a- 
ware of its deceit, Heb. 3. 13. What can all this and the like be affirmed 
of : butof ſomewhat that hath Entity ? It's the Material, the Sub/trate 
matter,.or Subject, the Illegal Habits, or Operations of the Soul, that 
is called Sin, and the Body of it, Rom. 6.6.. 

Yet farther, If ſin be a non-ens, Nothing, Or hath no Efficient ; nei- 
ther is Grace any thing, nor hath it God for its Authour,nor yet man : This 
appeareth from the Rule of Contraries ; captrariorum eadem eft ratio. 
Sin and Grace, Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs are oppoſed contrari- 
ly, (not privatively in Morals) Sub habits, vel attione morali, They are 
swo Contrarics meeting ſometimes in the ſame Subjcct, and _— 

there, 


C31 ] 

there, Gal. 5. 17, As Grace, or Holineſs is an EleCtive habit of the Mind 
and Will, oran A Imperated of it, commenſurate to the Law of God : 
So is Vice or Sin, in the Mindor Will, a Habit or Act defleting fromthe 
ſame Rule ; And in the Abſtract the deflection (oppoſed to commenſura- 
tion) is its Vitiocity or Sinfulneſs; and the Will of man is the Efficient 
cauſe of it, of Evilequally as of Good, Errour hath its Radicationinthe | 
Mind, as wellas Truth; and to be Wiſe todo Evil, hath as much of En- 
tity init, as todo Good, Fer. 4. 22. Blindneſs, Darkneſs, or Ignorance 
is indeed nothing Poſitive, If it beof what the Nature of man is Incapa- 
ble of, or was never Endowed with ; It's but Simple Neſcience, a Nega- 
tiononly : If of Natural things only, the loſs of an' Endowment of Mind 
in the diſcerning of, and Knowledge in and abour things not Relating to 
Religion, wherein yet Manonce had Underſtanding, and was capable 
of; It's a Privationz but no Sin, or Moral Evil, If a Man becometh 
Ignorant or Neſcient in or unto the compaſſing of what is by the Law of 
God forbidden; It's Metaphyſical Evil, (if I may ſotermit,) a Privati- 
on of ſomething that hath an Entity, and with which tranſcendental Good 
(the common Aﬀection of Entity) is Convertible ; but it's Moral good, 
Fam, 3. 15. let not my Soul come into their Secret, Gem. 49. 6. Igno- 
rance or Darkneſs in and about the things of God, and of the Spirit, be it 
jaris or faltt, of the Law, or of the Adequation of the Act to it, 1 Tim. 
6.5. Iſ«,5. 20. if of that which is due and was connate to man to know 
and Underſtand, it's a Privation (viz.) of that, the Habit or Power 
whereof was once an Humane Endowment; (and the which he is a Sub- 
ject capable of having again retrived, by a Supernatural and Divine pow» 
cr) and Perfcftive of man: an1its Moral Evil, The Soulor Mind of 
Man is the Subſtratum or Subject of it, or that that is ſodeprived » and 
being de'licute of Light and Truth, it's ens moraliter Malum, a Being e- 
thically Evil, a depraved Faculty, Eph, 4. 18. and he that extinguiſheth 
the Habit, cauſeth the Privation, and all the Evil that cnſueth, Row, 1.28. 
2 Pet, 3, 5. The Pravity or Sinfuineſs of the Soul, or its Faculties, by rea- 
ſon of that Privation, is from the Law requiring the contrary Habit, The 
Formal Nature thereof, is its diſcrepancy and repugnancy to Law or Rule ; 
and hath as much of Entity init, as when the fandamentum, the Foundatis 
on of that relative Reſpect, is quid poſitivum ſomething poſitive, as a 
Habit. And the reaſon of Sin is the ſame,in Omiſſions, and Commiſſions; the 
Will is culpable in both alike,either Efficiently or Deficiently; and the Obli- 
quity or lllegality of the one, hath as much of poſitivity in ir, as of the other, 
Neither hath Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, the contrary Mode of Being, 
any thing more of Entity, (as hath been ſaid) than Sin or Unrighteouſneſs ; 
or 
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- Light'neceſſary to Conduct them unto God and Holineſs; or their Declin- 
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or is there any more of Efficiency to the one than thc other. Neither Sin, 
nor Grace, Piety, or Impiety can ſubſilt out of any Subject, or hang in 


"the Air; #n concreto, & abſtraito inthat they agree. Harmony and Diſ- 


cord, O:der and Diſorder, Conform ty and Diſconformity, ReCtitude and 
Ob iquity, Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs, have an Efficient Cauſe ; 
and Men are ſaid as well to do the one, as the other, if we may Credit the 
Scriptures, 1 Foh, 3. 7, 10: Lev. 19. 1g. Rem. 6.23. Adagtogia Uncor- 


. rvptneſ;, or 'Aplagna Sincerity, Tit, 2.7, which is as Salt, that render- 


eth every Inſtance of Obedience Savoury; hath no more of Poſicivity in it, 
than the Contrary Deceit, Corruptneſs, Prevarication, or Hypocriſie, of 


Which the former is the Negation; wi:hout Rypocriſie, 1a. 3.17. 1 Per. 


3. 4. thatis, Upright, in the Affirmative. Yca, one and the ſame A4& or 
Attion, cvery way alike Circumltantiated, may and have received either 
Denomination ; ſometimes, that of Good or Righteons, and then again of 
Sinful or Unrighteous ; upon the Alteration of the Law, the Standard of 
Righteouſneſs, ]»ſh.7.20, 21. and chap, 8. 2. So it was with reference 
to the Ceremonial and Judicial Law,after the Coming of Chriſt.If in /ine4 
Phyſica theJews kept their courſe, Acted and did, what before that they 
pradtiſed:, thoſe tame Aftions were now Impious and Sinful, that before 
were Pious and Good. Shall we then think that theGoodneſs andRettitude of 
the ſame natural Habits and Acts, was ens, and had an Efficient Cafe, 
(when the Law was in force) but yet that the Malignity. and Obliquity of 
them was nhl, (after its Repeal,) and had no Cauſe at all? whatdid they 
more in the One, than in the Other? its too Subtile for me to underſtand. 
The Truth is, he that is the Authour or Efficient of the A4&,is the Authour 
or Efficient of both. Righteouſneſs, or Unrighteouſneſs (ſtreight, or 
oblique,) is but the 94925 or Habitude of the 4d, and all its Circom- 
fancesto Law ; and he that Doth or Cavſcth the A#, Doth or Cauſeth 
Righreovſneſs or Unrighteouſneſs,(accordingly as the ſame A is Conform 


\ or [nconformand Croſs to the Law of God) and that in a proper Senſe ; 


or the Scriptures do never treat-of-the one or the other properly at all, 
Did not Selomen Ki ng'ofy Iſracl fin by theſe things? Neb. 13. 26. 

W hat hath becn ſaid may ſuffice for the Explicgtion of the Scriptural 
Notion of Sin. To reaſſume then our former Argument, and reduce what 
hath been before infilted on to the Caſe in hand, 
© (1) /As to Original Sin, originansI mean, that of Adam, and ours in 
Him, - If our fir{t Parents Inadvertency, or Omiſhon of a due Exerciſe 
of Reafon and-Underſtanding ; 'if their Eating of the Forbidden Fruit ; 
if theis Loſ- and Depravation of the Image of God in Knowledge and 


ing 
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ing from God, and Inclination and Propenfion to the Fleſh- pleaſing, con- 
trary tothe Law of God, was Sin; Then accordingly it followeth from 
our Adverfaries hyyorbeſis, that God muſt be the Author of Sin : But the 
Antecedent is true : Ergo the Conſequent. 

The Antecedent is proved, Gem. 3. 6. what i this that thou baſt done ? 
faith God, v, 13, 17. 1 Tim. 2. 14. Row,5.12, Cel. 3. 10. Nor can it 
be denied to be Sin, 

The Conſequent is evident, in that they make God to be the firſt Cauſe, 
and Predeterminer of Man unto all that, in ny Branch thereof. That 
Adam did not Advert, Weigh, and better Conlider the Evil and Danger 
of Comp!y ing with the Tempration, was they fay from Gods withdraw- 
ing his Influence, and Cauſation from him, as often as man doth not Will 
or At; he therefore doth it not, ſay they, becauſe God doth not deter- 
mine him to it ; and that Non-determination, - or Suſpenſion of God, 


meerly of irs ſe!f, without any poſitive «/#5on inureth to the preventirg of 


all Operation of the Creature. They sffirm, that God did ſubtract or 
tike away from Adaw before his Fall, that ſpotleſs Light, and Primoge- 
nial PerfeCtion of his Underſtanding, wherein he was at firſt Created, and 
and left him ſo denuded or ftript to ſhift for himſelf ; that moreover God 
did Predefine his Lapſe or Fall, and that in Execution of his Decxee, he 
did Premove, and Efficiently, by his Phyſical Influx, Predetermine his 
, Willtothe Eating of the Tree, whereof he Commanded him net td Eat; 
to chuſe that rather than the other, and that Indeclinably,. fo as that it was 
Inevitable to him, conſidered as he ſtood in Subordination to the aforeſaid 
Decree, and Efficiency of God, and his necefſary Dependence on him - 
(though# fenſu diviſo, I or his future AC, without the 
Conſideration of the Decree and Efhei of God, or his Trependeger 
upon him in efſ# &-'operars, or ſecluding the Fortknowledpe of God of 
all: future: Contingencies, ec. which is impoſſible':' they deny riot but 
that he might y haveſtood, and not have been ſo Predetermined by 
him, or Cavſed to Fall ;) either I ſay all that was not Sin, rior Culpable ; 
er according to them God was the Author of his Sin or Tranfgreſſivn. | ' 
So in like manner, (2) For our Perſonal Original Sin, or:am I'menn, or 
Morne {ror gk. we bring into rhe World with vs, Fob 14: 
4.1f God be the Authour and Efficiem of our Habits or liiflinationsin the 


General, and their Specifier and Determiner, giving them theie Biaſs that 
way they propend or-go,namely,contrary to his Law;then is hethe Are bour 
of Sin: But according to therti who go the'way of Phyficel Predetertnination 
he, doth'the former ; Ergo accotding to them hedoth the latter alſo, - ' 
The Minor is their ——_— ſay that not onely the power of 

| Wil. 
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Willing, and the radical affeQtions of Love and Hatred ; but their aliena- 
tion fromn the Life of God, the Habitual Pointing and Determining them 
Oblique and Croſs to his Law, to the Love of the Word and Fleſh-plea- 
ſing, and to the Hatred of Himſelf,. and Enmity.,to his Law, both. their 
Entiry and Madification,God is the prime Cauſe and Efficient of, He from 
Eternity foreſaw it, and that in his Decree, with which his Efficiency runs 
Parallel ahd Even, in all and every Creature-effect ; all that hath Entity, 

The Connexion or Conſequence of the Major Propoſition, will not I 
ſuppoſe be Denied, namely, that the Habitual Dif-inclioation. of the Soul 
to Holineſs, or Propenſion and [ncl:nation to 4: Diſcrepant,to the Law 
of God, (ſuch as the Hatred of God, and averſation unto his Commands) 
is indeed Sin, or the Law of Sin, Rom. 8.3.5. lithen God be the Authour 
and Determiner of, or unto that, he is ſo of Sin, 

The Caſe is ſtill the ſame, as to Anal Sin, whether of Omiſſon, or 
Commiſſion, If God be the Cauſe of mensnot Hearing the Word, Rea: 
ding, Praying, Omitring, or not Exerciſing of this and the other a7 
which his Law Commandeth and O. ligeth them unto, cauſe prohibens, by 
his Suſpending or Denying that Influence of his, without which the Crea-: 
ture cannot move or att at all, butis Determined to a Nor-agency ;, then. 
is the A=thour, or is wholly in Cauſof all Sin againſt the affirmative Com- 
mands©6f his Law : but according to our Adverſaries in this point, he is 
ſo : Eropo.. We” | 

That the Omiſhon of many Phyſical as is Sin cannot be denied, Afar. 5. 
42. But that God by his Non-opcration doth Predetermine the Ct eature U- 
n:verſally toa Not-aQing, is their conſtant DoCtrine,as ro all Natural acts, 
(nar onely as to Gracious or truly Pious cC(ts, the which we grant in a 
Senſe, - ſince Man hath diſabled himſelf.) Then by undeniable Conſequence 
is God;the Cauſe, yea the Sole Cauſe of- ſuch Sins ; far Man dothnothing 
at alltherein, neither-(according to them) can do, nor ever could : and 
that Common aſſertion of Divines, wherewith they have been wont to 
ſtop the Mouths of Objecors againſt ;the Equity of Gods procedure 
with Man,; for that he cannot do. this and that; , namely! that Man-once 
had Power; is by them Expladed as Hetergdax,; and of no Uſe, if ehisbe 
true. Again, If God Premoveth and Efficacioully. by his Influence and Cau-» 
ſation Predetermineth men unto the Perpetration of Acts Repvgnant to the. 
Negative Precepts'of his Law, ſuch as Glyttony, and Drunkenneſs- (not 
bare Eatirg.and Drinking) Fornication, Adu'tery, Inceſt, and the like x 
- then ishe the Aurbowr or Predeterminer of Sin; or elſe thoſe Acts are no- 
Sins : But God cavſeththoſe Acts, according to them. Man they would 
have to be the 'Deficient - Cauſe, -and God the prime. Efficient.” _ 
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AQts fay they were from Eternity future : and that'could not be withopt a 
Cauſe; If Gods Willthen, were nor it, there mult be an Effect without a 
Cauſe; This they term an Inſoluble demonſtration, that ſuch Effects 
have God for their Cauſe, Thence they pos to Argue, thatthe Ope-, 
ration of the ſecond'Cauſe,is the Effet of the Precurſe of the firſt Cault; 
as I:ſs Worthy, Dependent, ahd Subordinate to it, &c. Now let any: ono 
ſhew me, how God for In{tance ſhould Premove or Excite Achan to covet 
the Babyloniſh Garment, the Silver and tine Gold, Foſh.7.21. How he 
ſhould Predetermine him by his Phyſical Influence, to Will and to Do, 
to take them, and to hide them in the Earth, (which himſelf acknow- 
ledgeth to be Sin, v. 20. add for the which doing, or for the-paſling of 
which AQ out of its potentiality into Exiſtence, and'determination, he 
died,) and yet not be the Authour or Cauſe of that Sin of his : how God 
ſhou!d EfleCtually cauſe thar Numerical 4, but not the Ob:iquity of it, 
the Law abiding ; Or what Achan the Secondary Inſtrumentdid more 3 
If it be Granted but that he was the Subordinate Author of that Wicked- 
neſs, (though Inevitable to him.) But enough of that. 

Arg. 2. Theaforcſaid Hyporbeſis of Gods Predetermining all finful 
AQtions, refleQtcth on the Attributes of God ; and therefore isnot to be 
admitted. | ; 

(1) It aſperſeth the Eſſential Holineſs of Gog, 1 Pet. 1. 15, 16. 
whil'ſt he is made to predctermine to, and by his energetical Operation 
to give a Shall-be, or determinate Exiſtence toall the Impious Actions 
Conceived, and Committed in the World; Yea to AQtions intrinſecally 
Evil; not only contrary to the Light of our Nature, the Ta Tg@m Tis 
pow, tothe Fundamental Principle of Reaſon relating to Morals; 
But Repugnant to its own Nature, (which is regula regulans,) ſuch as 
are not ſo, from the bare Will or Pleaſure of God prohibiting them ; 
But by Reſultancy from his Nature, and from the Eternal Reaſon of the 
thing, in ConjunRion with the Habitude or Relation that we ſtand in to 
bim, and which himſelf cannot alter nor change : As, to hate his Bleſſed 
ſcif, and to Lye and Blaſpheme his Holy Name, to ſay in the Heart that 
there is no God, or to Curſe him. As toſuch AQts or Actions,. God 
himſelf cannot alter the Standard which they run croſs to, nor can ſepa- 
ratetheir Entity from their Obliquity, or make them not to be Wicked- 
neſs. And yet this he is ſaid, by thoſe whom I Oppoſe, toPredetermine men 
to, even to thoſe very As, (but not to the Sinfulneſs they ſay.) More 
tolerable is the Opinion of the 2fanichees, who feigned two Gods, one to 
be the Arthor of Evil, and the other of Good ; than ſoto affirm, or 
to Father ſuch Ations on the true God, 
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: '(a) It Imipeachtth the' Legiſlative Righteouſneſs of God, and theE- 
quity of bis Law. It hath been Generally taken for Granted, that God not 
only made Man withthe Faculties of Reaſon and free Will, without which 
"he had nat beena Being of ſuch a ſpecies or kind as had been capable of a- 
oy Law; But that alſo he was furniſhed with whatever might adapt him 
to the keeping of that Law he (hould be put under: and that the ſame 
was due to him from Gods Jultice or Righteouſacſs of Condecency, (as 
due to his Soul, in Caſe he Expected Obedience from him, ) and that he 
ſhould be no wayes neceſſitated to tranſgreſs, or Obedience be rendred 
impoſſible to him, from any Cauſe Extrinſecal to himſelf. Now 8ll this 
the former. Hypotheſis overturneth. Where then is the Equity of the Law? 
or by what ſhall the Righteouſneſs of God be vindicat-d ? If it be true, which 
is by them maintained, that God never gave to a Man a ſclf-determining 
Power : (through his Aſftance,) that he never made, nor could make ſuch- 
a Creature as might or could poffibly ſpecify his own A: ;, that could 
Chuſe or Refuſe, but as himlelf firſt degermineth him : That it were s 
ContradiQion to ſuppoſe it ; For that he muſt bea God, (not made af- 
ter his Image) that doth it: Nor could God foreſee if it were ſo, what he 
would: Ifſue in; Nor bis Supremacy he Retained over ſuch a Subject, 
what Reaſon then that man ſhould be Obliged by any Law, when he 
can neither Will nor Chuſe in any Inſtance of A@:er, whether this or 
that ſhall be ornot be? whichis Eſſential to the /dea of a Subjet capable 
of Moral Government, and Obnoxious to an Enquiry about it. Yet far- 
ther, If Man cannot but Omit what God Efficacioully determineth him 
not to, but muſt abide in an Everlaſting Indetermination, why ſhou'd he 
by Law be Obliged to a Natural Impoſſibility ? And if God Invincibly de- 
termineth him unto eyery Aon that he doth, by what Righteous Law 
ſhould he be Obliged to be above God, or to be Stronger than he ? Thus 
to reſolve alt Mans Wickedne's into Neceffity, is to jaſtife him, and to 
Condemn God. Newo tenctur ad impoſſibile. 

(3) kt refleeth on the Wiſdomand Counfellof Godin the Conſtitu- 
tion of his Law. The Law muſt be rather for himſclf, thanfor them, if 
Man cannot nor never could cver put in AZ the leaſt Thoughtor Motion 
eanform, nor inconform to it, but as he Predetermineth hi A Man 
might as Rationally make a Law for his 4re, Hawmer or Saw; for, 
though his EleRive Power gocs along they ſay with Gods Precurſe or 
Premotion : Yet inno Inſtance can he turn this way or the other, but as he 
is firſt [nclined by the Law-giver, and Predetermined excecedenser therein, 
Let the Law Speak what it will for it, or againſtit, ſill the Inftrumenc 
cag neither Move, nor Act otherwiſc than it doth ; _— 
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the folemnity of « Law ? or to what End ſhould it be defigned f 

(4) It Impeacheth the Fidelity and Sincerity of God in his Expoſtula. 
tions with Men, if nothing be within the Verge of their Power. Why 
will you die ſaith be ? Ezek, 18. ppg agricved at their Sin, 
and Ruine thereby. What ſhall we think of his Upbraiding Men for it, 
and proteſting he wilkd the contrary ? O that my People would Conſider, 
e&c. Dent, 5. 29. and 32. 29. J/a. 48. 18, Fer. 44. 4.-?ſd. 18.19. 
Mat. 11.20. and 12.41. If he himſelf Indeclinably Predetermineth them 
to the very thing which he dehorteth them from, and Worketh in them 
both to will and to do, ſo as that they candonootherwife ; No Man can 
fo rm « Conception of God, more repugnant to the Notions that the Scrip- 
ture hach given us of his Nature and Properties, If 1 miſtake not ; Awos 
2, 11,12, 13. 

Arg. 3. The former Hypotheſis of Phyſical Predetermination, It over- 
turneth the Doctrine of Original Sin; Andof its Traduction. If on the 
one Hand God did ſubtract his Gift from Adam before he Sinned, and 
deprive him of that Light and Ability which he once had, and without 
which he couldno longer ſtand, before any fault or forfcirureof his, (and 
ſodctermined him to fall in Execution of his Decree, as is ſometimes ſaid :) 
by what Rule ſhould his Poſterity be Obliged ſtill to have that, (which 
though the Nature of Man was capable of it, = was never due toit, 
and) which God himſelf took away ? or why ſhould it be termed Sints 
want it ? when it's by no fault of his that it's wanting, nor was iT'ever by 
God intended to be continued ? It maſt be a meer Negation,- no Privation; 
Since there covld not be debit am inefſendi, any due Obligation of having it 
if their Suppofition be true : No more than is on a Beaſt to Reaſon; Shall 
the Lord and Maſter of the Family take the Candle out of the Room, 
(not the Servants Extingviſh it,) and then make it an Offence that they 
are inthe dark, and challenge them for their not working 7 or will it folve 
the matter to tell them that it's a Privation, Darknefs, a non- Entity, and 
therefore he could not cavſe it? Soon the other Hand, If that which is 
termed the Corrupt Nature dwelling in Man, be ens as it is a Quality of 
Habit, and all that hath Emrity be the Workmanfhipof God, (as they ſay 
itis; or elfe Man muft have a Creative Power, ) and alſo good : why 


| then do we call it fm, and Origmal fin? or if it be »ibif, a non-Entity, 


how then doth it deſcend ? How ts it Traduced, Fob. 3.6. and ſaid to be 
ours by real Inhefionand Contagion, as the whote Chorch confeffethi? faith 
Davenan. 

Arg. 4. It toineth the Glory of free Grace im the Pardon of Sin, and 


caſteth a Blemiſh upon the Whole of the Meditationof Chrift, yOu 
nr 
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Conviction' can-poſhbly poſſeſs the Mind of Man of the Riches of Gods 
. Grace in the Pardoning of fin, whilſt it's maintained that the abounding of 
ſinful A{40ns (not to lay fin) isas well from God, (the Efficient and Pre- 
determiner unto them,) as the Superabounding of Grace in the Remiſſion of 
them? Rom. 3.7. and 5, 20? What ſenſe canabide upon the Soul, of the 
Grace of Chriſt, in his being made Fleſh, and bearing the W rath of God 
for thoſe Tranſgreſſons, ' whereof himſelf as God was the Prime Efficient, 
and the which, man by his own Influence and Cauſation was Indeclinably 
Predetermined unto ? He that ſhall Cauſe or Determine another, (ſuppo- 
ſing him a Rational Agent, and capable of ſuch an Impreſs,) freely and 
willingly to do tbat wh ch in the Iſſue will prove Rottenneſs in his Bones, 
{asProhibited, - or Illegal A:ons will do, - Fob. 20. 11. Pſal. 38.5.) will 
Receive little thanks tor his Cure, whatever Colt he may beat, When 
himſelf cauſed' the Diſeaſe, and the which, had he not done it, there had 

been no needof a Remedy for it. - 

Arg. 5. If the Doctrine of our Adverſaries be true > What meaneth 
then the Combating of. the Spirit of God againii fin, or Mens being ſaid 
to grieve, andto Quench the Spirit? « Theſ. 5. 1g. it muſt according to 
ther Hypotheſis be God on both parts ; His own CounteraQtion inthe Sub- 
jet. And ifall the firit motions of the Imagination, all DiſtraQtion in Re- 
ligious Duties, all the vain Thoughts emerging out the Heart of Manin 
their Numberleſs Operations be from God, as the firſt Mover and De- 
terminer#® why then ſhould Man be required at his Peril todiſlodge them ? 
Fer. 4. 14. What isit that he can do? Or ſhould he Enterprize theE- 
viction and Expulſion of the ataxie or Obliquity of them, whilft that God 
himſelf keepeth the Entity of them in pofſeſſion, and in actual Operation ? 
Dent. 15. 9. : 

' Arg. 5. It layeth the Axe to the Root of all Repentance for what is 
done and paſt - Itraſeth the Foundation thereof, and Excludeth the very 
Idea of it. A Man may bewail Impreventable diſaſter; but cannot pre- 
vent him, ofthat which he could never have helped, 2 Cor. 7. 211. I ap- 
peal to the ſenſe of any man living, whether his Heart be wont to reproach 
him, for the doing of that wherein he was no way wanting to himſelf, or 
for that, the which were it todoagain, mult be done, and could be no 0- 
therwiſe, on no Account whatſoever within his Power, now,nor ever be- 
fore. - If Man by the Neceſſity of his Being, and from the Exigency of 
his Condition, as a dependent Being, cannot move, ſave that way he is 
premoved; and cannot but aCt that way that he is Predetermined or aQ- 
ed ; why then, when he ſecs the Event, ſhould he wiſhit were Undone,and 
Repent him that he did it ; or not rather that God did it, if that be true ? 
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Repentance is not founded in the Obcdiential Subjection of the Creature, 
namely, that God could have cauſed him to do otherwiſe; or barely in 
the Capacity of the Subject to receive ſuchan Impreſs from the firſt Cauſe ; 
but on the Evitability of the Fact, or Poſſbility of the contrary, from a. 
Principle Intrinfick and Connate to himſelf. Yea, who or where is the 
man, that dare go to God in Prayer, with ſuch a Notion in his head, and 
hold to it, that he is not to Confeſs that he could have done more Good, and 
omitted more Evil, than Eventually he hath ? Neb. 9. 16, 17, 26, 29. 
Exzr. 9. 10, 14. had not Davidjuit Cauſe to Repent him of his Lye that 
he told to Abimelech, 1 Sam. 21. 2. and to acknowledge it a preventable 
Aq, (which is the Sole aggravation of Sin, and true Reaſon of it, though 
all Sin is not now Preventable, as ſome is :) though I know not why or 
how he ſhould ſodo, were it true which is by ſome Affirmed, that sn knee 
phbyſica tothe Entity of the Act he was Predetermined of God, to ſpeak 
every Word and Syllable that he did, (whereof there was never a one 
true,) equally as in the a, of his Tongue in the pra:fing of his name. 

. Arg. 7. It leaveth not the leaſt Foundation, whereupon to bottom Gods 
Judicial Proceſs ag1init Man in the Day of Judgment. To refolve mans 
Damnation into meer Dominion and Sovereignty, is abhorrent to God, 
and Croſs to all Scripture, Nor is there any thing more Repugnant to the 
Notions of Juſlice and Righteouſneſs, (whichare the Attributes of God to 
be Diſplaicd towards all that ſhall then be Caſt, or Perith, om. 3. 5. 
2 Thef. 1. 5.) tharthat he ſhould be thought to Adjudge his Creature to 
Endleſs Torment, for that which it could never Help; or that he ſhou'd 
makethat a Crime, which himſeif was the Authour or Cauſe of, or Pre- 
detcrmined it to, Js God Unrighteons when be taketh Vengeance? abſit, 
God forbid, faith the Apoſtle : how then ſhall be Tuage the World? Rom. 
3. 6. God may beſtow freely his Mercy and ſpecial Favour where he 
pleaſes : but not ſo the Effects of his VindiCtive Juſtice and Wrath; there 
muſt be Cauſe for it, or it were not becoming his Righteouſneſs, and Holi- 
neſs; it werea Wrong and Injuſtice tothe Creature, as himſelf doth ad- 
m't,, and is, willing to render.accountable to any one that. ſhall Challenge 
him-therein, "Ee 18. 25,29. [/e«. 5.3. Now, it's matter of Fact that 
the Inqueſt fhall be about, 'in-the day of our Account, Mar. 25. 25; 
30, 35. Rom.3.6. 1 Pet. 1.17. the ſubſtratum of Sin, (the fame, as in 
all Humane Courts of Judicature.) If then God be the Efficient Cauſe of 
the Fact, if he Premoveth men, and Predetermineth them to the Entity, 
and givetha Futurition, and Exiſtence to their Afts of Murder, Adultery, 
&-: rendering them necefary neceſſitate cauſalie-metiva:on whar foot of Account then ſhall 
we fix the Equity of his rak' oh meg them for the ſame?Shall not the Judge of all 
the Earth do .righeShould ng hon oprocceding,be like unto God? V Vhat colour of Juſtice 
q.. "WE 9" - were 
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